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• Engaging, best-selling Shine-a-Light 
format. 

 

• Help young readers navigate their 
physical, mental, and emotional health 
and well-being. 

 

• Relatable, reassuring, and child friendly. 
 

• Focus on everyday life skills. 
 

• Promote social and emotional learning. 
 

• Encourage language development. 
 

• Promote responsibility. 
 

• Illustrations feature diverse characters. 

  

SHINE-A-LIGHT MY WORLD series  
Carron Brown * Various illustrators 

 

Nonfiction | Ages 3-6 | Hardcover | 10 x 10 | 36 pp | $12.99  
Pets (ill. by Vanya Liang) 978-1-68464-519-0 LOC: 2022934474 | Sick (ill. by Wesley Robins) 978-1-68464-282-3 LOC: 2022930112 

Friends (ill. by Ashlee Spink) 978-1-68464-571-8 LOC: 2022951466 | Moving (ill. by Manuela López) 978-1-68464-521-3 LOC: 2022934475 
Starting School (ill. by Stef Murphy) 978-1-68464-283-0 LOC: 2021937015 | Staying Safe (ill. by Liliana Pérez) 978-1-68464-572-5 LOC: 2021937033 
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WHEN YOU JOINED OUR FAMILY 
Harriet Evans * Nia Tudor 

When you joined our family, I knew you were just who I’d waited and 
wished for. 
 

Picture Book | 978-1-68464-475-9 | Ages 3+ | Hardcover | 9 1/2 x 9 1/2 | 32 pp | $14.99 | LOC: 2021948173 

• Celebrates love, acceptance, 
adoption and all kinds of 
families. 

 

• Emphasis on diversity. 
 

• Gentle, reassuring text. 
 

• Warm, detailed illustrations. 

Review Praise 
“…a reassuring introduction for young 
adoptees.” – Booklist 
 

“A warm hug of a story … A very good 
choice for collections.” – Mom Read It A Best Children's Books of the Year, Bank Street College  
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• Written in consultation with an educational 
psychologist. 

 

• Witty, relatable text. 
 

• Practical and reassuring. 
 

• Encourages confidence, independent 
thinking, and problem-solving. 

 

• Promotes conversation and communication 
within the family and beyond. 
 

• Visually appealing artwork. 

WORRIES BIG AND SMALL 
A CHILD’S GUIDE TO TALKING ABOUT FEELINGS 
Hannah Wilson * Samara Hardy 

What if … I’m nervous about the dark? What if … my classmate says 
I’m fat? A gentle and reassuring guide for young children as they 
encounter the everyday challenges and typical fears of childhood. 
 

Nonfiction Picture Book | 978-1-68464-805-4 | Ages 5+ | Hardcover | 9.6 x 11.2 | 96 pp | $18.99 | LOC: 2023938458 
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BUTTERFLIES 
Susanne Gervay 

Seventeen-year-old Katherine struggles to cope with the 
disfiguring burns she suffered as a child. 
 
 
 
  

Fiction | 978-1-61067-043-2 | Paperback | Ages 11+ | 5 ½  x 8 1/4 | 256pp | $4.99 | LOC: 2010941662 

• A moving tale of strength and family love. 
 

• Honest, sensitive, realistic. 
 

• Uplifting and inspiring. 
 

• Self-esteem, perseverance, determination. 
 

• Sparks discussion, good for book clubs or 
classroom reads. 
 

• AWARDS: Best Children’s Books of the Year, 
Bank Street College 
IBBY Outstanding Youth Literature on Disability 

Review Praise 
“This hopeful, heartfelt novel will give teens an 
understanding of what it means to have a reason to be 
self-conscious.” – School Library Journal, STARRED 
 

“… Katherine’s journey—learning where contentment 
lies, and the truths she discovers—applies to us all.”  
– Booklist 
 

“Heart wrenching and beautiful … Highly recommended 
for libraries- school, public and personal …”  
– SWON Libraries: Royal Reviews 
 

“… help readers develop real empathy for those facing 
tough challenges, such as disfiguring scars or 
disabilities.” – Children’s Literature Reviews 
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HOW TO MAKE A MOVIE IN 12 DAYS 
Fiona Hardy 

Now that her beloved grandma left her the money for a camera, 
Hayley and her friends have only a couple of weeks to make the 
horror movie she and Grandma had planned. But is someone 
sabotaging the production? 
 
          
 

 
 
 

Fiction | ISBN: 978-1-68464-630-2 | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 288 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2022941503 

• Importance of family and dealing with loss, along 
with a touch of mystery. 

 

• Friendship, resilience, perseverance, following 
one’s dreams. 

 

• Spirited, ambitious heroine and a cast of well-
developed multigenerational, multicultural 
characters with distinct personalities. 
 

• A visual read; pays homage to classic films. 
 

• Some character crossover with How to Write the 
Soundtrack to Your Life (KM 2023). 

 

Review Praise 
“Order up plenty of popcorn and settle back for a tense, 
intense, delightful ride.” – Kirkus Reviews, STARRED 
 

“Follow your dreams never meant more than in this 
unique story.” – Always in the Middle 
 

A Kirkus Best Books selection! 

Find an Activity Page and Hayley and her dad’s 
learning guide about movies under Resources on 
the Kane Miller website. 
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Additional Information 

HOW TO MAKE A MOVIE IN 12 DAYS 
Fiona Hardy  

 
 
 

Fiction | ISBN: 978-1-68464-630-2 | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 288 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2022941503 

Activities for the classroom 
• Write your own movie scene. 

o Come up with a plot. 
o Make a list of characters, describing 

each one in detail. 
o Describe the setting. 
o Write a script with dialogue and 

directions for actors. 
• Act out your scene with friends. 
• Make a list of your favorite movies and write 

a paragraph describing why you think each 
one is important to watch. 

• Write a description of your favorite 
character. 

• Download the How to Make a Movie in 12 
Days Learning Guide for Kids and Parents 
from the Kane Miller Resources page. 

o Answer the questions and perform 
the activities of interest. 

o View some of the movies that are of 
interest after discussion with 
parent/caregiver. 

 
Comp titles from other publishers 

• Maddie Makes a Movie 
Sonia Garrett 

• Any Day with You 
Mae Respicio 

• This Way to Happy 
Alison Green Myers 

KEY ELEMENTS 
• Grief 
• Film-making process 
• References to contemporary movies 
• Humor 
• Creativity 
• Collaboration and teamwork 
• Determination and perseverance 
• Family warmth 

For the reader who enjoys these 
 Kane Miller titles 

• How to Write the Soundtrack to Your Life 
Fiona Hardy * 64-631-9 

• The Hunt for the Nightingale 
Sarah Ann Juckes * Sharon King-Chai * 64-947-1 

• The Mystery of the Clockwork Sparrow 
Katherine Woodfine * 67-437-9 

• Marie Curious: Girl Genius 
Chris Edison * 2 titles 
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HOW TO WRITE THE SOUNDTRACK 
TO YOUR LIFE 
Fiona Hardy 

Shy Murphy’s song is heard by everyone in music class … and they 
love it. But then she’s accused of stealing it! Can she clear her 
name and reclaim her music? And learn to trust … anyone? 
 
          
 

 
 
 

Fiction | ISBN: 978-1-68464-631-9 | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 288 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2022941514 

• Explores shyness, friendship, family, mental illness, 
self-discovery. 

 

• Humorous, poignant, mysterious, heartfelt. 
 

• Shy but determined heroine and a cast of deftly 
portrayed and memorable characters. 
 

• Music references to please any enthusiast. 
 

• Companion volume to How to Make a Movie in 12 
Days (KM 2023). 
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Additional Information 
HOW TO WRITE THE SOUNDTRACK TO YOUR LIFE 
Fiona Hardy  

 
 
 

Fiction | ISBN: 978-1-68464-631-9 | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 288 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2022941514 

Portrays shyness with encouragement and without 
negativity. 
 

Openly addresses mental illness with compassion. 
 

Diversity abounds in characters’ ethnicities, 
personalities, abilities, interests. 
 

Mystery plot heightens appeal for the more reluctant 
reader. 
 

Emphasizes importance of friendship and family. 
 

Winner, Australia’s 2021 Children's Peace Literature 
Award. 

• Rich with topics for discussion and homeschool/classroom activities: 
o Discuss the significance of music in our lives 
o Make a list of your own favorite songs (“the soundtrack to your life”) and discuss/write what 

meaning each selection has for you 
o Consider mental illness—how it may affect a person, their family, their life 
o Examine the characters in the book, their differences, similarities, motivations, and your feelings 

toward them 
 

• For the customer who likes: 
o How to Make a Movie in 12 Days 

Fiona Hardy * 64-630-2 
o Ella at Eden series 

Laura Sieveking * 5 titles 
o Butterflies 

Susanne Gervay * 67-043-2 
o I Am Jack 

Susanne Gervay * 67-128-6 

o My Beautiful Voice 
Joseph Coelho * Allison Colpoys * 64-469-8 
 
 

 

Review Praise 
“Upbeat, light in tone, and both deft and respectful in its 
exploration of characters and issues.” – Kirkus Reviews 
 

“The narrative balances the relationship and mystery 
elements really well while also giving readers a glimpse 
into life with a parent diagnosed with depression.” – The 
Story Sanctuary 
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BEST BOOKS LIST, 2024 
Kirkus Reviews 

THE HUNT FOR THE NIGHTINGALE 
Sarah Ann Juckes * Sharon King-Chai 

Missing both the absent nightingale and his adored sister, Rosie, 
Jasper sets out alone on a walk to find them both—discovering 
nature, friendship … and healing. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Poignant and heartfelt with action, adventure, 
bits of mystery, and flashes of humor. 

 

• Gently balances themes of grief and loss with 
those of the natural world, kindness, acceptance, 
hope, and love.  
 

• Sensitive depiction of anxiety disorder. 
 

• Memorable, realistic characters. 
 

• Encourages empathy and engagement with 
nature. 
 

• Springboard for lessons on birds, maps. 

Fiction | 978-1-68464-947-1 | Ages 9+ | Paperback | 5 x 7.75 | 272 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2023950967 
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Additional Information 
THE HUNT FOR THE NIGHTINGALE 
Sarah Ann Juckes * Sharon King-Chai 

 
 

 
 

Fiction | 978-1-68464-947-1 | Ages 9+ | Paperback | 5 x 7.75 | 272 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2023950967 

• Rich with topics for discussion and homeschool/classroom activities: 
o Discuss personal experiences with loss 
o Address the nature of anxiety and panic attacks 
o Examine Jasper’s decision-making throughout the story 
o Assess how the various characters help Jasper 
o Discuss metaphor and its use in this book 
o Consider what effect the natural world may have on human emotional well-being 
o Explore the birds in your own environment by field study and/or research 

 

• For the customer who likes: 
o The Night Animals 

Sarah Ann Juckes * Sharon King-Chai * 64-948-8 
o Epic Historic Adventures: 

A Great Escape 
Felice Arena * 64-539-8 

o How to Make a Movie in 12 Days 
Fiona Hardy * 64-630-2 
 

Physical journey as a metaphor for Jasper’s emotional one. 
 

Offers realistic examples of positive responses to loss. 
 

Diversity depicted in characters’ ethnicities, ages, abilities. 
 

Suffused with love and respect for nature. 
 

Explores family dynamics, communication. 
 

Starred reviews from Kirkus and School Library Journal! 

Review Praise 
“A beautifully written novel, pervaded with bittersweet 
and complex internal conflict.” – Kirkus Reviews, STARRED 
 

“Filled with beautiful illustrations and bird facts, this 
moving book addresses the complexities of sudden death 
for middle grade readers who will be drawn to the 
heartfelt characters and adventure plot.” – School Library 
Journal, STARRED 
 

“Juckes writes perceptively about mental health and the 
grieving process. Interspersed bird facts … and frequent 
black-line drawings will appeal to readers…” – Booklist 
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A TRICKY KIND OF MAGIC 
Nigel Baines  

A funny, action-packed yet sensitive black-and-white graphic 
novel about a boy coming to terms with the loss of his dad. 
 
 
 
 

 

• Increasingly popular graphic novel format. 
 

• Perfectly balances themes of grief and 
loss with comic adventure. 
 

• Detailed, energetic illustrations. 
 

• Encourages healthy coping mechanisms. 
 

• Blends magic and fantasy with real-world 
experiences. 

Graphic Novel | 978-1-68464-907-5 | Ages 10+ | Paperback | 6 x 9 | 256 pp | $11.99 | LOC: 2023951108 
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• Promotes discussion and homeschool/classroom activities: 
o Analyze how graphic novels differ from regular text and how the different elements of 

this format affect the reading experience 
o Discuss how the characters differ in their response to grief and their relationships with 

one another 
o Practice the magic tricks shown in the book and find other easy ones to learn and 

perform for friends and family 
o Imagine a fantasy journey for yourself and tell the story in comic book format 

 

• For the customer who likes: 
o The Hunt for the Nightingale 

Sarah Ann Juckes * Sharon King-Chai * 64-947-1 
o How to Make a Movie in 12 Days 

Fiona Hardy * 64-630-2 
 

Additional Information 
A TRICKY KIND OF MAGIC 
Nigel Baines 

 
 

 
 

Graphic Novel | 978-1-68464-907-5 | Ages 10+ | Paperback | 6 x 9 | 256 pp | $11.99 | LOC: 2023951108 

Told primarily through illustrations and dialog = accessible to 
emergent or reluctant readers ready for longer, more challenging 
subject matter. 
 

Fast paced, imaginative, gently humorous, sensitive, hopeful. 
 

Enables conversations about grief. 
 

Solid plot, well-developed characters, appropriate vocabulary. 
 

Explains several classic magic tricks. 

 

Review Praise 
“A promising and unique addition to juvenile graphic novel 
sections, perfect for kids looking for something reminiscent 
of Alice in Wonderland or for those trying to find a way to 
manage their own grief.” – School Library Journal 
 

“A simple, heartfelt examination of grief after the loss of a 
parent.” – Kirkus Reviews 
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• Mindful exercises and 
activities. 
 

• Help to work through 
feelings. 
 

• Combat stress. 
 

• Drawing, writing, and 
thinking for 
empowerment. 
 

   
  

 

MINDFUL KIDS series 
Hello, Happy! * No Worries! * Be Brave! * Stay Strong! *  
Be Positive! * Letting Go! * Sleep Tight! * Be Resilient! 

 
 
 
  

Activity | Ages 8+ | Paperback | 7 ½ x 9 | 96 pp | $6.99 | Various authors and illustrators 
Happy ISBN: 978-1-61067-709-7 LOC: 2017942234 | Worries ISBN: 978-1-61067-710-3 LOC: 2017942235   

Brave ISBN: 978-1-61067-861-2 LOC: 2018942400 |Strong ISBN: 978-1-61067-862-9 LOC: 2018942401 
Positive ISBN: 978-1-68464-123-9 LOC: 2019952410 | Go ISBN: 978-1-68464-124-6 LOC: 2019952416 

Sleep ISBN: 978-1-68464-276-2 LOC: 2020949043 | Resilient ISBN: 978-1-68464-536-7 LOC: 2022934494 
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Additional Information 

MINDFUL KIDS 
Hello, Happy! * No Worries! * Be Brave! * Stay Strong! *  
Be Positive! * Letting Go! * Sleep Tight! * Be Resilient!  
 

 

Activity | Ages 8+ | Paperback | 7 ½ x 9 | 96 pp | $6.99 | Various authors and illustrators 
Happy ISBN: 978-1-61067-709-7 LOC: 2017942234 | Worries ISBN: 978-1-61067-710-3 LOC: 2017942235   
Brave ISBN: 978-1-61067-861-2 LOC: 2018942400 | Strong ISBN: 978-1-61067-862-9 LOC: 2018942401  
Positive ISBN: 978-1-68464-123-9 LOC: 2019952410 | Go ISBN: 978-1-68464-124-6 LOC: 2019952416 

Sleep ISBN: 978-1-68464-276-2 LOC: 2020949043 | Resilient ISBN: 978-1-68464-536-7 LOC: 2022934494 

 

• Focuses on a specific cluster of negative feelings 
 

 

o sadness, anger 
o fear 
o low self-esteem 

 

• Begins with a welcome to the reader which 
o normalizes their feelings  
o is nonthreatening (“no rules for how to use”) 
o encourages talking with trusted adult 
o offers internet resources for crisis help  

 

• Includes activities which 
o encourage self-awareness of physical sensation of emotions 
o incorporate doodling, drawing, and coloring which can help  

 calm emotions  
 promote self-expression and creativity  
 foster feelings of well-being 

o offer techniques to manage feelings such as  
 breathing exercises 
 positive affirmations 
 guided imagery  

o support physical activity through 
 games 
 crafts 
 exploring the outdoors 

o promote empowerment 
 

• Concludes with positive and encouraging “Page for Grown-ups” which includes resources for further help 

While some level of anxiety is a normal part of childhood development, increased 
awareness and support for Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) is growing.  
 

Written by or in consultation with Dr. Sharie Coombes, a practicing child, 
adolescent, & family psychotherapist. 
 

Appropriate for child to use alone or with parent, caregiver, counselor, or therapist 
or in a group/classroom setting to generate discussion. 

o overwhelm 
o grief, disappointment 
o anxiety, stress 

o sleep troubles 
o bullying 

Review Praise 
“From getting active to mindfulness and focusing 
on gratitude, readers should come away with an 
empowering set of coping skills.”  
– Publishers Weekly 
 

“… have many SEL benefits and teach kids to 
honor their feelings while giving healthy ways of 
dealing with them.” – A Buckeye Teacher 
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