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• No more than 50 words per page. 
 

• Word art or illustration on every second page. 
 

• Typical childhood situations and issues. 
 
• Sensitivity and empathy. 

 

• Positive problem-solving. 
 

• Themes: feeling unliked and rejected, hurt, anger. 
 

• Enjoy more Hey Jack! stories as well as many 
others about his best friend Billie B. Brown! 

HEY JACK! 

THE PARTY INVITE 
Sally Rippin * Stephanie Spartels 

Jack is hurt that Rebecca hasn’t invited him to her birthday party. Does 
that mean that no one likes him? 
 
 
 
 

 

First Chapter Book | 978-1-61064-308-0 | Ages 4-7 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 48 pp | $4.99 | LOC: 2021934742 

Find an Activity Page for The Party Invite and 
Coloring Pages of Jack under Resources on the 
Kane Miller website! 
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SCHOOL OF MONSTERS 
Sally Rippin * Chris Kennett 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• First step toward independent reading. 
 

• Simple, common vocabulary and rhyme. 
 

• Emergent readers begin by reading the last 
word on every line, then work their way up. 

 

• Bright and comical illustrations. 
 

• Created by renowned author of Billie B. 
Brown and Hey Jack! series. 

 

• Each book includes a “How to Use” page 
and a drawing activity. 

First Reading | Ages 5+ | Paperback | 5 7/8 x 8 3/8 | 48 pp | $6.99 
Bat-Boy 978-1-68464-272-4 LOC: 2020949035 | Mary 978-1-68464-268-7 LOC: 2020949046 | Pete 978-1-68464-270-0 LOC:2020949017 
Jamie 978-1-68464-271-7 LOC: 2020948968 | Hairy 978-1-68464-269-4 LOC: 2020948967 | Luna 978-1-68464-481-0 LOC: 2021949075 

William 978-1-68464-482-7 LOC: 2021949060 | Frank 978-1-68464-483-4 LOC: 2021949189 | Jess 978-1-68464-484-1 LOC: 2021949061 
Bug’s 978-1-68464-635-7 LOC: 2022941824 | Jem’s 978-1-68464-636-4 LOC: 2022941816 | Bruno 978-1-68464-748-4 LOC: 2022952276 

Pip 978-1-68464-749-1 LOC: 2022952273 | Dom’s 978-1-68464-820-7 LOC: 2023936046 
Jack’s 978-1-68464-821-4 LOC: 2023936047 
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HOW TO WRITE THE SOUNDTRACK 
TO YOUR LIFE 
Fiona Hardy 

Shy Murphy’s song is heard by everyone in music class … and they 
love it. But then she’s accused of stealing it! Can she clear her 
name and reclaim her music? And learn to trust … anyone? 
 
          
 

 
 
 

Fiction | ISBN: 978-1-68464-631-9 | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 288 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2022941514 

• Explores shyness, friendship, family, mental illness, 
self-discovery. 

 

• Humorous, poignant, mysterious, heartfelt. 
 

• Shy but determined heroine and a cast of deftly 
portrayed and memorable characters. 
 

• Music references to please any enthusiast. 
 

• Companion volume to How to Make a Movie in 12 
Days (KM 2023). 
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Additional Information 
HOW TO WRITE THE SOUNDTRACK TO YOUR LIFE 
Fiona Hardy  

 
 
 

Fiction | ISBN: 978-1-68464-631-9 | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 288 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2022941514 

Portrays shyness with encouragement and without 
negativity. 
 

Openly addresses mental illness with compassion. 
 

Diversity abounds in characters’ ethnicities, 
personalities, abilities, interests. 
 

Mystery plot heightens appeal for the more reluctant 
reader. 
 

Emphasizes importance of friendship and family. 
 

Winner, Australia’s 2021 Children's Peace Literature 
Award. 

• Rich with topics for discussion and homeschool/classroom activities: 
o Discuss the significance of music in our lives 
o Make a list of your own favorite songs (“the soundtrack to your life”) and discuss/write what 

meaning each selection has for you 
o Consider mental illness—how it may affect a person, their family, their life 
o Examine the characters in the book, their differences, similarities, motivations, and your feelings 

toward them 
 

• For the customer who likes: 
o How to Make a Movie in 12 Days 

Fiona Hardy * 64-630-2 
o Ella at Eden series 

Laura Sieveking * 5 titles 
o Butterflies 

Susanne Gervay * 67-043-2 
o I Am Jack 

Susanne Gervay * 67-128-6 

o My Beautiful Voice 
Joseph Coelho * Allison Colpoys * 64-469-8 
 
 

 

Review Praise 
“Upbeat, light in tone, and both deft and respectful in its 
exploration of characters and issues.” – Kirkus Reviews 
 

“The narrative balances the relationship and mystery 
elements really well while also giving readers a glimpse 
into life with a parent diagnosed with depression.” – The 
Story Sanctuary 
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I AM JACK  
Susanne Gervay * Cathy Wilcox 

Jack is an inventor, a photographer, and a joke teller. He likes hanging out with 
his friends; he likes going to school - until George Hamel calls Jack “Butthead.” 
Pretty soon, all the kids at school call Jack “Butt head.” Jack’s in BIG trouble … 
school is getting dangerous. Will anyone listen? Can anyone help? 
 
  • Realistic yet sensitive depiction of bullying at 

school. 
 

• Gently humorous with engaging characters. 
 

• Promotes self-esteem, self-worth; perseverance, 
and determination. 
 

• Focus on friendship, shifting family structure, 
school experience. 
 

• Inspired by the experiences of Susanne Gervay’s 
own son. 
 

Fiction | ISBN: 978-1-61067-128-6 | Ages 8-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 144 pp | $5.99 | LOC: 2014949835 

Review Praise 
“While the message comes through clearly, it’s lightened by 
Jack’s antics and jokes. A welcome addition to books on the 
topic …” – School Library Journal 
 

“Jack’s emotional and physical reactions are true to life. … 
This is an excellent addition to the growing need for anti-
bullying literature.”  
– Children’s Literature Comprehensive Database 
 
Pacer’s National Bullying Prevention Center Book Selection 
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BUTTERFLIES 
Susanne Gervay 

Seventeen-year-old Katherine struggles to cope with the 
disfiguring burns she suffered as a child. 
 
 
 
  

Fiction | 978-1-61067-043-2 | Paperback | Ages 11+ | 5 ½  x 8 1/4 | 256pp | $4.99 | LOC: 2010941662 

• A moving tale of strength and family love. 
 

• Honest, sensitive, realistic. 
 

• Uplifting and inspiring. 
 

• Self-esteem, perseverance, determination. 
 

• Sparks discussion, good for book clubs or 
classroom reads. 
 

• AWARDS: Best Children’s Books of the Year, 
Bank Street College 
IBBY Outstanding Youth Literature on Disability 

Review Praise 
“This hopeful, heartfelt novel will give teens an 
understanding of what it means to have a reason to be 
self-conscious.” – School Library Journal, STARRED 
 

“… Katherine’s journey—learning where contentment 
lies, and the truths she discovers—applies to us all.”  
– Booklist 
 

“Heart wrenching and beautiful … Highly recommended 
for libraries- school, public and personal …”  
– SWON Libraries: Royal Reviews 
 

“… help readers develop real empathy for those facing 
tough challenges, such as disfiguring scars or 
disabilities.” – Children’s Literature Reviews 
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• Mindful exercises and 
activities. 
 

• Help to work through 
feelings. 
 

• Combat stress. 
 

• Drawing, writing, and 
thinking for 
empowerment. 
 

   
  

 

MINDFUL KIDS series 
Hello, Happy! * No Worries! * Be Brave! * Stay Strong! *  
Be Positive! * Letting Go! * Sleep Tight! * Be Resilient! 

 
 
 
  

Activity | Ages 8+ | Paperback | 7 ½ x 9 | 96 pp | $6.99 | Various authors and illustrators 
Happy ISBN: 978-1-61067-709-7 LOC: 2017942234 | Worries ISBN: 978-1-61067-710-3 LOC: 2017942235   

Brave ISBN: 978-1-61067-861-2 LOC: 2018942400 |Strong ISBN: 978-1-61067-862-9 LOC: 2018942401 
Positive ISBN: 978-1-68464-123-9 LOC: 2019952410 | Go ISBN: 978-1-68464-124-6 LOC: 2019952416 

Sleep ISBN: 978-1-68464-276-2 LOC: 2020949043 | Resilient ISBN: 978-1-68464-536-7 LOC: 2022934494 
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Additional Information 

MINDFUL KIDS 
Hello, Happy! * No Worries! * Be Brave! * Stay Strong! *  
Be Positive! * Letting Go! * Sleep Tight! * Be Resilient!  
 

 

Activity | Ages 8+ | Paperback | 7 ½ x 9 | 96 pp | $6.99 | Various authors and illustrators 
Happy ISBN: 978-1-61067-709-7 LOC: 2017942234 | Worries ISBN: 978-1-61067-710-3 LOC: 2017942235   
Brave ISBN: 978-1-61067-861-2 LOC: 2018942400 | Strong ISBN: 978-1-61067-862-9 LOC: 2018942401  
Positive ISBN: 978-1-68464-123-9 LOC: 2019952410 | Go ISBN: 978-1-68464-124-6 LOC: 2019952416 

Sleep ISBN: 978-1-68464-276-2 LOC: 2020949043 | Resilient ISBN: 978-1-68464-536-7 LOC: 2022934494 

 

• Focuses on a specific cluster of negative feelings 
 

 

o sadness, anger 
o fear 
o low self-esteem 

 

• Begins with a welcome to the reader which 
o normalizes their feelings  
o is nonthreatening (“no rules for how to use”) 
o encourages talking with trusted adult 
o offers internet resources for crisis help  

 

• Includes activities which 
o encourage self-awareness of physical sensation of emotions 
o incorporate doodling, drawing, and coloring which can help  

 calm emotions  
 promote self-expression and creativity  
 foster feelings of well-being 

o offer techniques to manage feelings such as  
 breathing exercises 
 positive affirmations 
 guided imagery  

o support physical activity through 
 games 
 crafts 
 exploring the outdoors 

o promote empowerment 
 

• Concludes with positive and encouraging “Page for Grown-ups” which includes resources for further help 

While some level of anxiety is a normal part of childhood development, increased 
awareness and support for Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) is growing.  
 

Written by or in consultation with Dr. Sharie Coombes, a practicing child, 
adolescent, & family psychotherapist. 
 

Appropriate for child to use alone or with parent, caregiver, counselor, or therapist 
or in a group/classroom setting to generate discussion. 

o overwhelm 
o grief, disappointment 
o anxiety, stress 

o sleep troubles 
o bullying 

Review Praise 
“From getting active to mindfulness and focusing 
on gratitude, readers should come away with an 
empowering set of coping skills.”  
– Publishers Weekly 
 

“… have many SEL benefits and teach kids to 
honor their feelings while giving healthy ways of 
dealing with them.” – A Buckeye Teacher 
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