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• Courageous young hero. 
 

• Maximum thrills; nonstop action. 
 

• Exotic settings: nature and ecology. 
 

• Edge-of-your-seat adventure. 
 

• Perseverance, ingenuity, self-reliance. 

EXTREME ADVENTURES 
BUSHFIRE RESCUE * SCORPION STING * SPIDER BITE * 
MAN-EATER * KILLER WHALE 
Justin D’Ath  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Series Fiction | Ages 8-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 128-144 pp | $4.99  
Bushfire ISBN: 978-1-61067-162-0  LOC: 2009931603 | Scorpion ISBN: 978-1-61067-220-7  LOC: 2009943489 
Spider ISBN: 978-1-61067-344-0  LOC: 2010934687 | Man-Eater ISBN: 978-1-61067-341-9  LOC: 2010934688  

Whale ISBN: 978-1-61067-360-0  LOC: 2014942799 



                                                                                                                                        

An Activity Page for each title is available for download 
under Resources on the Kane Miller website. 

HOUSE OF HEROES 
HAPLESS HERO HENRIE * HENRIE’S HERO HUNT 
Petra James * A. Yi 

Henrie is the first girl heir of the Melchior family in 200 years. Terrible 
news for the House of Melchior (HoMe), in the business of heroes for hire 
– boy heroes, that is! 
 
  • Action-packed mysteries with plenty 

of humor. 
 

• Smart, funny, fearless heroine and 
strong supporting characters appeal to 
both boys and girls. 

 

• Doodles, lists, codes, and notes draw 
readers in. 
 

• In Spanish too! Henrie el héroe 
desdichado y Henrie es un héroe. 

Paperback | Ages 8+ | 5 x 7 3/4 | 224-240 pp | $5.99  
Hapless ISBN: 978-1-68464-354-7  LOC: 2021930462 | Hunt ISBN: 978-1-68464-355-4  LOC: 2021930341 

Review Praise 
 

“The pacing is excellent and there are many surprising 
twists along the way. … A page-turning good time for 
middle grade readers!” 
 – Always in the Middle on Hapless Hero Henrie 
 

 “Filled with Tips from the Hero’s Handbook, quizzes, 
and codes to decipher, this book is a race between 
heroes and villains to find the truth! If you’ve missed 
book 1 … never fear! Our determined hero will catch 
you up on its thrilling events as she and Alex and 
Marley race to find the clues – before it’s too late!”  
– Book YA Love on Henrie’s Hero Hunt  
 

“Intriguing puzzles for solving the mystery are 
scattered throughout. Henrie Melchior is a heroine 
that keeps you turning the pages. A fun mystery for 
middle grade readers.”  
– Always in the Middle on Henrie’s Hero Hunt 
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Additional Information 
HOUSE OF HEROES 
HAPLESS HERO HENRIE * HENRIE’S HERO HUNT  
Petra James * A. Yi 

 
 

Paperback | Ages 8+ | 5 x 7 3/4 | 224-240 pp | $5.99  
Hapless ISBN: 978-1-68464-354-7  LOC: 2021930462 | Hunt ISBN: 978-1-68464-355-4  LOC: 2021930341 

Activities for the classroom 
• Identify the many literary devices used in the 

story, such as puns, alliteration and more. 
• Look for unfamiliar, unusual, or interesting 

vocabulary. 
• Find examples of collective nouns and 

research to discover others. 
• Incorporate any of the above activities in a 

creative writing exercise. 
• Explore how the stories treat the subject of 

gender differences. 
• Discuss the influence of familial expectations 

on young people. 

KEY ELEMENTS 
• Interactive: codes and puzzles 
• Illustrations and sidebar material 
• Humor 
• Contemporary “quest” novel 
• Twists and plot turns 
• Fast-paced 
• Direct address to reader breaks the fourth wall 

For the reader who enjoys these Kane Miller titles 
• Kensy and Max series 

Jacqueline Harvey * 6 titles 

• The Mystery of the Clockwork Sparrow 
Katherine Woodfine * 67-437-9 

• How to Make a Movie in 12 Days 
Fiona Hardy * 64-630-2 

 

Comp titles from other publishers 
• The Ambrose Deception  

Emily Ecton 

• Book Scavenger 
Jennifer Chambliss Bertman 

• Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library 
Chris Grabenstein * Douglas Holgate  

• The Swifts  
Beth Lincoln * Claire Powell 

• The Westing Game 
Ellen Raskin 
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Additional Information 

HOW TO MAKE A MOVIE IN 12 DAYS 
Fiona Hardy  

 
 
 

Fiction | ISBN: 978-1-68464-630-2 | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 288 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2022941503 

Activities for the classroom 
• Write your own movie scene. 

o Come up with a plot. 
o Make a list of characters, describing 

each one in detail. 
o Describe the setting. 
o Write a script with dialogue and 

directions for actors. 
• Act out your scene with friends. 
• Make a list of your favorite movies and write 

a paragraph describing why you think each 
one is important to watch. 

• Write a description of your favorite 
character. 

• Download the How to Make a Movie in 12 
Days Learning Guide for Kids and Parents 
from the Kane Miller Resources page. 

o Answer the questions and perform 
the activities of interest. 

o View some of the movies that are of 
interest after discussion with 
parent/caregiver. 

 
Comp titles from other publishers 

• Maddie Makes a Movie 
Sonia Garrett 

• Any Day with You 
Mae Respicio 

• This Way to Happy 
Alison Green Myers 

KEY ELEMENTS 
• Grief 
• Film-making process 
• References to contemporary movies 
• Humor 
• Creativity 
• Collaboration and teamwork 
• Determination and perseverance 
• Family warmth 

For the reader who enjoys these 
 Kane Miller titles 

• How to Write the Soundtrack to Your Life 
Fiona Hardy * 64-631-9 

• The Hunt for the Nightingale 
Sarah Ann Juckes * Sharon King-Chai * 64-947-1 

• The Mystery of the Clockwork Sparrow 
Katherine Woodfine * 67-437-9 

• Marie Curious: Girl Genius 
Chris Edison * 2 titles 
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HOW TO WRITE THE SOUNDTRACK 
TO YOUR LIFE 
Fiona Hardy 

Shy Murphy’s song is heard by everyone in music class … and they 
love it. But then she’s accused of stealing it! Can she clear her 
name and reclaim her music? And learn to trust … anyone? 
 
          
 

 
 
 

Fiction | ISBN: 978-1-68464-631-9 | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 288 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2022941514 

• Explores shyness, friendship, family, mental illness, 
self-discovery. 

 

• Humorous, poignant, mysterious, heartfelt. 
 

• Shy but determined heroine and a cast of deftly 
portrayed and memorable characters. 
 

• Music references to please any enthusiast. 
 

• Companion volume to How to Make a Movie in 12 
Days (KM 2023). 
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Additional Information 
HOW TO WRITE THE SOUNDTRACK TO YOUR LIFE 
Fiona Hardy  

 
 
 

Fiction | ISBN: 978-1-68464-631-9 | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 288 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2022941514 

Portrays shyness with encouragement and without 
negativity. 
 

Openly addresses mental illness with compassion. 
 

Diversity abounds in characters’ ethnicities, 
personalities, abilities, interests. 
 

Mystery plot heightens appeal for the more reluctant 
reader. 
 

Emphasizes importance of friendship and family. 
 

Winner, Australia’s 2021 Children's Peace Literature 
Award. 

• Rich with topics for discussion and homeschool/classroom activities: 
o Discuss the significance of music in our lives 
o Make a list of your own favorite songs (“the soundtrack to your life”) and discuss/write what 

meaning each selection has for you 
o Consider mental illness—how it may affect a person, their family, their life 
o Examine the characters in the book, their differences, similarities, motivations, and your feelings 

toward them 
 

• For the customer who likes: 
o How to Make a Movie in 12 Days 

Fiona Hardy * 64-630-2 
o Ella at Eden series 

Laura Sieveking * 5 titles 
o Butterflies 

Susanne Gervay * 67-043-2 
o I Am Jack 

Susanne Gervay * 67-128-6 

o My Beautiful Voice 
Joseph Coelho * Allison Colpoys * 64-469-8 
 
 

 

Review Praise 
“Upbeat, light in tone, and both deft and respectful in its 
exploration of characters and issues.” – Kirkus Reviews 
 

“The narrative balances the relationship and mystery 
elements really well while also giving readers a glimpse 
into life with a parent diagnosed with depression.” – The 
Story Sanctuary 
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BEST BOOKS LIST, 2024 
Kirkus Reviews 

THE HUNT FOR THE NIGHTINGALE 
Sarah Ann Juckes * Sharon King-Chai 

Missing both the absent nightingale and his adored sister, Rosie, 
Jasper sets out alone on a walk to find them both—discovering 
nature, friendship … and healing. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Poignant and heartfelt with action, adventure, 
bits of mystery, and flashes of humor. 

 

• Gently balances themes of grief and loss with 
those of the natural world, kindness, acceptance, 
hope, and love.  
 

• Sensitive depiction of anxiety disorder. 
 

• Memorable, realistic characters. 
 

• Encourages empathy and engagement with 
nature. 
 

• Springboard for lessons on birds, maps. 

Fiction | 978-1-68464-947-1 | Ages 9+ | Paperback | 5 x 7.75 | 272 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2023950967 
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Additional Information 
THE HUNT FOR THE NIGHTINGALE 
Sarah Ann Juckes * Sharon King-Chai 

 
 

 
 

Fiction | 978-1-68464-947-1 | Ages 9+ | Paperback | 5 x 7.75 | 272 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2023950967 

• Rich with topics for discussion and homeschool/classroom activities: 
o Discuss personal experiences with loss 
o Address the nature of anxiety and panic attacks 
o Examine Jasper’s decision-making throughout the story 
o Assess how the various characters help Jasper 
o Discuss metaphor and its use in this book 
o Consider what effect the natural world may have on human emotional well-being 
o Explore the birds in your own environment by field study and/or research 

 

• For the customer who likes: 
o The Night Animals 

Sarah Ann Juckes * Sharon King-Chai * 64-948-8 
o Epic Historic Adventures: 

A Great Escape 
Felice Arena * 64-539-8 

o How to Make a Movie in 12 Days 
Fiona Hardy * 64-630-2 
 

Physical journey as a metaphor for Jasper’s emotional one. 
 

Offers realistic examples of positive responses to loss. 
 

Diversity depicted in characters’ ethnicities, ages, abilities. 
 

Suffused with love and respect for nature. 
 

Explores family dynamics, communication. 
 

Starred reviews from Kirkus and School Library Journal! 

Review Praise 
“A beautifully written novel, pervaded with bittersweet 
and complex internal conflict.” – Kirkus Reviews, STARRED 
 

“Filled with beautiful illustrations and bird facts, this 
moving book addresses the complexities of sudden death 
for middle grade readers who will be drawn to the 
heartfelt characters and adventure plot.” – School Library 
Journal, STARRED 
 

“Juckes writes perceptively about mental health and the 
grieving process. Interspersed bird facts … and frequent 
black-line drawings will appeal to readers…” – Booklist 
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JOY SERIES 
A GIRL CALLED JOY * LOVE FROM JOY *  
Jenny Valentine * Claire Lefevre  

The ever-optimistic ten-year-old Joy is challenged to find the silver linings 
when she and her family move in with Granddad. 

• Transition to longer fiction. 
 

• First-person narrator with distinct 
voice and confidential tone. 

 

• Colorful writing; extensive use of 
metaphor, simile. 

 

• Fast paced, humor, strong characters. 
 

• Uplifting, positive, empowering, 
hopeful, engaging, thought-provoking. 

 

• Family, friendship, home, travel, 
global awareness, eco-friendliness, 
community.  

Series Fiction | Ages 9+ | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 224 pp | $7.99  
Girl ISBN: 978-1-68464-922-8  LOC: 2023950964 | Love ISBN: 978-1-68464-923-5  LOC: 2023951505 

Planet ISBN: 978-1-68464-924-2  LOC: 2023950966 
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Additional Information 
JOY Series 
A GIRL CALLED JOY * LOVE FROM JOY * PLANET JOY 
Jenny Valentine * Claire Lefevre  

 
 

Series Fiction | Ages 9+ | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 224 pp | $7.99  
Girl ISBN: 978-1-68464-922-8  LOC: 2023950964 | Love ISBN: 978-1-68464-923-5  LOC: 2023951505 

Planet ISBN: 978-1-68464-924-2  LOC: 2023950966 

• Springboard for discussion and activities in classroom and at home. 
o Examine the literary devices and language, such as similes, figures of speech, and so on 
o Use the places the Applebloom family has lived for map and culture studies 
o Assess and discuss the characters, their motivations, how they do or don’t change 
o Consider how instances of intolerance and bullying are treated in the stories 
o Discuss how the stories serve to empower readers 

 

• Display opportunities: 
o As a tie-in to holidays 

 National Make a Friend Day, February 11 
 Positive Thinking Day, September 13 
 Look on the Bright Side Day, December 21 

o Along with Mindful Kids series, A Book of … series 
o Along with “All ages” picture books, such as  

Don’t Forget, Extraordinary! 
 

• For the customer who likes: 
o Ella at Eden series 

Laura Sieveking * 5 titles 
o How to Write the Soundtrack to Your Life 

Fiona Hardy * 64-631-9 

o Ella Diaries series 
Meredith Costain * Danielle McDonald * 15 titles 

Nurture the essential skill of hope in young readers. 
 

Demonstrate the power of positivity. 
 

Support kindness, eco-consciousness, resilience. 
 

Engage through humor, relatable characters, realistic scenarios. 
 

Offer insight into other places and cultures around the world. 

Review Praise 
“… relatable and charming story. Comical and 
whimsical, with a lovable and precocious 
narrator.” – Kirkus Reviews (A Girl Called Joy) 
 

“… the first-person narrative is sometimes 
amusing, sometimes touching, and consistently 
involving.” – Booklist (A Girl Called Joy) 
 

“An empowering and heartwarming example 
of using kindness to face challenges and help 
others.” – Kirkus Reviews (Love from Joy) 
 

“A joyful celebration of navigating life’s changes 
and challenges.” – Kirkus Reviews (Planet Joy) 
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• Compassionate portrayal of post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

 

• Explores themes of bullying, friendship, courage, 
accepting help from others. 
 

• Relatable, authentic characters of all ages.  
 

• Well-paced action with sufficient tension to 
engage readers. 

 

• Encourages empathy, discussion of attitudes 
toward mental illness. 

An Activity Page is available for download 
under Resources on the Kane Miller website. 
 

THE NIGHT ANIMALS 
 Sarah Ann Juckes * Sharon King-Chai 

Nora says she and her mum are just fine on their own. But when 
she’s visited by mysterious rainbow-edged ghost animals, she’s 
led on a journey to find and accept the help she needs. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fiction | 978-1-68464-948-8 | Ages 9+ | Paperback | 5 x 7.75 | 288 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2023951611 

Review Praise 
“A compassionate, message-driven story about 
mental health.” – Kirkus Reviews 
 

“… leaves you with a feeling that it is always okay to 
ask for help. Hope and healing is something 
attainable. A creative and memorable story.”  
– Always in the Middle 
 

“Juckes does a good job of addressing PTSD through 
the eyes of a child …” – Youth Services Book Review 
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SOPHIE TAKES TO THE SKY 
Katherine Woodfine * Briony May Smith 

Sophie longs to watch a hot-air balloon sail across the blue sky. If she 
could just be brave enough to face her fears, who knows where her 
journey might take her … 

 
 

 

• Sophie Blanchard, the world’s first 
female hot-air balloonist. 
 

• Overcoming anxiety; following dreams. 
 

• Evocative and empowering. 
 

• Colorful, engaging artwork. 

Illustrated Fiction | 978-1-68464-029-4 | Ages 6-9 | Paperback, flaps | 5 x 6 ½ | 96 pp | $6.99 | LOC: 2019940413 



VLAD, THE WORLD’S WORST VAMPIRE 
VLAD, THE WORLD’S WORST VAMPIRE *  
FANG-TASTIC FRIENDS * MIDNIGHT FRIGHT * 
SPOOK-TACULAR SURPRISE 
Anna Wilson * Kathryn Durst 

Vlad, youngest member of the bravest-ever Impaler family, isn't very 
brave at all. He's even a little bit scared of the dark …  

Paperback | Ages 6-9 | 5 x 7 ¾ | 160 pp | $5.99  
Vlad ISBN: 978-1-68464-163-5 LOC: 2019956275 | Friends ISBN: 978-1-68464-164-2 LOC: 2019956382 

Fright ISBN: 978-1-68464-165-9 LOC: 2019956276 | Surprise ISBN: 978-1-68464-166-6 LOC: 2019956283 

• Diary of a Wimpy Kid meets Hotel Transylvania.

• Quirky, kooky, and heartwarming.

• Fun, engaging illustrations.

• Friendship, family, school, and bullying.

Review Praise 
“… an adorable book… … reminds me of a gentler Addams 
Family, nothing spooky or scary at all.” – Log Cabin Library 
 

“… shows that friendships can blossom no matter who you 
are. … excellent …” – Heather Reviews (UK edition) 
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Appropriate for anytime – not just Halloween! 
 

Emphasis on family, traditions, friendship. 
 

Black-and-white illustrations complement the gentle 
humor of the story. 
 

Reflects themes of self-esteem, anti-bullying, acceptance, 
tolerance. 
 

Equally appealing to both boys and girls. 

Additional Information 
VLAD, THE WORLD’S WORST VAMPIRE *  
FANG-TASTIC FRIENDS * MIDNIGHT FRIGHT * 
SPOOK-TACULAR SURPRISE 
Anna Wilson * Kathryn Durst 

 
 

Paperback | Ages 6-9 | 5 x 7 ¾ | 160 pp | $5.99  
Vlad ISBN: 978-1-68464-163-5 LOC: 2019956275 | Friends ISBN: 978-1-68464-164-2 LOC: 2019956382 

Fright ISBN: 978-1-68464-165-9 LOC: 2019956276 | Surprise ISBN: 978-1-68464-166-6 LOC: 2019956283 

• Springboard for creative activities in the classroom and at home. 
o Dressing up as a book character 
o Creating a Very Important People Tree (people  

 important to the child, not necessarily family) 
o Finding and/or thinking up riddles along a theme 
o Acting out a favorite fairy tale 

 

• For the customer who likes: 
o Axel & Beast series 

Adrian C. Bott * Andy Isaac * 4 titles 
o Tiger Warrior series 

M. Chan * Alan Brown * 3 titles 
o Polly and Buster series 

Sally Rippin * 3 titles 
o Leo’s Map of Monsters series 

Kris Humphrey * Pete Williamson * 4 titles 

o The Adventures of Alfie Onion  
Vivian French * Marta Kissi * 677325 
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• Written and illustrated 
throughout by a variety 
of authors and 
illustrators. 

 

• Diverse real-life stories 
to educate, inspire and 
empower. 
 

• Science, history, sports, 
civil rights. 
 

• Childhood to adult 
narratives, timelines and 
facts. 
 

• Enrich global awareness. 

EXTRAORDINARY LIVES  

Explore the lives of these historical and modern figures.  
 

Biography | Ages 7-11 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 128 pp | $5.99 
Amelia Earhart  978-1-68464-198-7  LOC: 2020937591 | Anne Frank  978-1-68464-072-0  LOC: 2019941859 

Mahatma Gandhi  978-1-68464-202-1  LOC: 2020937593 | Stephen Hawking  978-1-68464-075-1  LOC: 2019942944  
Steve Jobs  978-1-68464-200-7  LOC: 2020937592 | Nelson Mandela  978-1-68464-199-4  LOC: 2020937643 

Mary Seacole  978-1-68464-201-4  LOC: 2020937599 | Serena Williams  978-1-68464-197-0  LOC: 2020937589  

Review Praise 
“A worthy addition to any biography collection, as Williams’s 
story showcases a phenomenal testament to never giving up and 
working hard toward a goal” – School Library Journal 
 

“… a phenomenal series … You’ll want to get your hands on 
these.” – Unleashing Readers 
 

“This series would be an excellent addition to an elementary 
library.” – Pennsylvania School Librarians Association (PSLA) 
Literature Review 
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• Age-appropriate, historically 
accurate biographies. 
 

• High-interest subjects, balance of 
arts and sciences. 

 

• Child-friendly artwork and text. 
 

• 70+ stickers make learning fun. 

STICKER LIFE STORIES 
FRIDA KAHLO * JANE GOODALL * MARIE CURIE * 
MAYA ANGELOU 
Evie Daye 

Discover these inspiring women in this sticker biography series!  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Activity/Nonfiction | Ages 6+ | Paperback | 8 ½ x 11 | 28 pp | $9.99  
Frida ISBN: 978-1-68464-904-4 Illus. by Farimah Khavarinezhad | Jane ISBN: 978-1-68464-905-1 Illus. by Anneli Bray 

Marie ISBN: 978-1-68464-903-7 Illus. by Ana Sanfelippo | Maya ISBN: 978-1-68464-906-8 Illus. by Julia Bereciartu 
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