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BILLIE B. MYSTERIES 
CODE BREAKERS * PLAYGROUND DETECTIVES * 
STOLEN STASH  
Sally Rippin 

Billie B. Brown uses her smarts and her common sense – and the help of 
her best friends – in an exciting mystery series for independent readers. 
 
 
 
  

• Word art and illustrations by Aki 
Fukuoka. 
 

• Engaging, real-life mysteries. 
 

• Strong, smart girl protagonist; 
teamwork and cooperation. 
 

• Reasoning, problem-solving. 

Chapter Book | Ages 6-9 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 96 pp | $4.99  
Code ISBN: 978-1-61067-312-9  LOC: 2013953409 | Playground ISBN: 978-1-61067-363-1  LOC: 2014945689 

Stolen ISBN: 978-1-61067-463-8  LOC: 2015938845 
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Find Activity Pages for the Adventuremice series 
under Resources on the Kane Miller website! 

ADVENTUREMICE 
OTTER CHAOS! * MERMOUSE MYSTERY 
MICE ON THE ICE * MICE ON THE MOON 
 Philip Reeve * Sarah McIntyre 

Young mouse Pedro is determined to find excitement on the high 
seas. Does he have what it takes to join the Adventuremice? 
 

 

Illustrated series fiction | Ages 5+ | Paperback | 5 x 7 | 128 pp | $7.99  
Otter ISBN: 978-1-68464-853-5  LOC: 2023939601 | Mermouse ISBN: 978-1-68464-854-2  LOC: 2023939604 

Ice ISBN: 978-1-68464-855-9  LOC: 2023951107 | Moon ISBN: 978-1-68464-856-6  LOC: 2023950968 

• Heartwarming, witty, with plenty of 
action and danger. 
 

• Courage, kindness, cooperation, 
problem-solving, eco-consciousness. 
 

• Bright, detailed artwork, plus map and 
drawing guide. 

 

• “… otterly delightful …” – Booklist, 
STARRED review for Otter Chaos. 
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• Amusing, adventurous, and action-packed! 
 

• Exquisite illustrations. 
 

• Robust plot and characterizations. 
 

• Perfect for family or classroom reading aloud or 
for reading alone. 
 

• Tag along with Einstein in his further escapades! 

Review Praise for Einstein the Penguin 
“Exceptionally likable and nicely set up for 
further escapades.” – Kirkus Reviews 
 

“With likable characters, funny penguin 
hijinks, a satisfying conclusion with a tease for 
more adventures, fans of Paddington and Mr. 
Popper’s Penguins will love this endearing 
tale.” – Youth Services Book Review 
 

“Quirky pen and ink drawings highlight this 
funny story, which supports the values of 
family cooperation and concern for others.” 
– Omnilibros 

Find an Activity Page for The Case of the Fishy Detective 
under Resources on the Kane Miller website! 

EINSTEIN THE PENGUIN 
THE CASE OF THE FISHY DETECTIVE 
Iona Rangeley * David Tazzyman 

The loveable penguin returns in another hilarious mystery 
adventure in which he and his friend Isaac get kidnapped! Now 
it’s up to Imogen and Arthur to find them before it’s too late! 
 
 
 
 

 

Fiction | 978-1-68464-851-1 | Ages 7+ | 5 x 7.75 | 224 pp | LOC: 2024946755 
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• Whodunnit with wit, humor, and heart. 
 

• Lively, energetic illustrations. 
 

• Springboard for discussion on animal welfare, 
social pressure, reliability of the media. 

 

• Perfect for family or classroom reading aloud 
or for reading alone. 
 

• Tag along with Einstein in his other escapades! 

Review Praise for Einstein the Penguin 
“Exceptionally likable and nicely set up for 
further escapades.” – Kirkus Reviews 
 

“With likable characters, funny penguin 
hijinks, a satisfying conclusion with a tease for 
more adventures, fans of Paddington and Mr. 
Popper’s Penguins will love this endearing 
tale.” – Youth Services Book Review 
 

“Quirky pen and ink drawings highlight this 
funny story, which supports the values of 
family cooperation and concern for others.” 
– Omnilibros 

Find an Activity Page for The Case of the Polar Poachers 
under Resources on the Kane Miller website! 

EINSTEIN THE PENGUIN 
THE CASE OF THE POLAR POACHERS 
Iona Rangeley * David Tazzyman 

Penguins are disappearing from South Sandwich Island and 
Imogen and Arthur are determined to uncover the thieves … with 
help from their clever penguin friend Einstein, of course. 
 
 
 
 

 

Fiction | 978-1-68464-852-8 | Ages 7+ | 5 x 7.75 | 224 pp | LOC: 2024946896 
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Lively, descriptive, humorous text with plenty of dialogue 
makes this series a fun read for all ages. 
 

British setting made colorfully clear through vocabulary, 
geographic references, daily life habits. 
 

Central mystery in each adds intrigue and appeal.  
 

Supports values of family, cooperation, concern for others’ 
well-being. 
 

Ensemble cast of memorable characters, human and avian! 
 

Encourages interest in animals, especially penguins. 

 

Additional Information 

EINSTEIN THE PENGUIN Series 
Iona Rangeley * David Tazzyman 

 
 

Fiction | Ages 7+ | Paperback | 5 x 7.75 | 224 pp | $7.99  
Einstein the Penguin ISBN: 978-1-68464-850-4  LOC: 2024946499 (Also in Hardcover ISBN: 978-1-68464-857-3 | $16.99) 

The Case of the Fishy Detective ISBN: 978-1-68464-851-1  LOC: 2024946755  
The Case of the Polar Poachers ISBN: 978-1-68464-852-8  LOC: 2024946896 

• Provides subjects for discussion and homeschool/classroom activities: 
o Build character profiles, assess any changes over time  
o Examine the actions and behaviors of the various characters and your feelings about them 
o Analysis of language and word choices 
o Writing opportunities, such as newspaper reports, retelling from another’s perspective 
o Further research on penguins 

 

• Pair with plush toy penguin or  
detective notebook for gift giving. 

 

• For the customer who likes: 
o Hotel Flamingo series 

Alex Milway * 3 titles 
o House of Heroes series 

Petra James * A. Yi * 2 titles 

o The Wolves of Greycoat Hall 
Lucinda Gifford * 2 titles 

 

Review Praise for Einstein the Penguin 
“Rangeley’s wry, confiding tone and third-person narration 
are gently funny, offering a sense both of happy family life 
and safe adventure. Tazzyman’s loose-lined, goggle-eyed 
cartoon drawings emphasize the humor.” – Kirkus Reviews 
 

“… the perfect choice full of amusing scenes, friendship, 
and family.” – Always in the Middle 
 

“… a world where friendship matters, small acts of bravery 
shine, and even the quietest characters can make the 
biggest difference — making it a truly beautiful, timeless 
read for children and parents alike.” – Always a Storybook 
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• Imaginative with clever, witty text and 
sidebars. 

 

• Whimsical, humorous illustrations, 
including recipes, family tree, maps. 

 

• Vividly convey character and place. 
 

• Address themes of family, prejudice, 
acceptance, greed, and community. 

THE WOLVES OF GREYCOAT HALL 
BORIS IN SWITZERLAND 
Lucinda Gifford  

The Greycoats, Randall, Leonora, and son Boris, are a genteel and 
friendly family of Morovian wolves. Their adventures will have 
you howling with delight! 
 
 
 

 

Series Fiction | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 3/4 | 224 pp & 240 pp | $8.99  
Wolves ISBN: 978-1-68464-719-4  LOC: 2022950463 | Boris ISBN: 978-1-68464-720-0  LOC: 2022950443 

Review Praise  
“Furry fun, with much affectionate tweaking of local culture and 
attitudes.” – Kirkus Reviews 
 

“… a good resource for class discussions on perceptions, 
prejudices, and acceptance. With its mix of humor and adventure, 
this book is sure to find an audience.”  
– Children’s Literature Comprehensive Database 
 

“The brilliant, amusing pen and ink drawings are magnificent.”  
– Omnilibros 
 

“This humorous and heart-warming book does a great job of 
explaining various conflicts in ways for emerging readers to 
understand, including how to navigate feeling like an outsider, the 
importance of acceptance, and nature preservation. … Children 
can learn how and why they should respect and protect wildlife, 
nature, and history.” – Youth Services Book Review, STARRED 
 

“A romp of a read, with an ingenious mystery to solve, and packed 
with endearing illustrations.” – The Story Sanctuary on Boris in 
Switzerland 
 

Discussion Questions, an Activity Page, and 
Coloring Pages are available for download 
under Resources on the Kane Miller website. 
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Additional Information 
THE WOLVES OF GREYCOAT HALL 
BORIS IN SWITZERLAND 
Lucinda Gifford 

 
 

Series Fiction | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 3/4 | 224 pp & 240 pp | $8.99  
Wolves ISBN: 978-1-68464-719-4  LOC: 2022950463 | Boris ISBN: 978-1-68464-720-0  LOC: 2022950443 

• Springboard for discussion and learning in the classroom and at home. 
o Discuss how the values listed above are treated in the books 
o Consider the purpose of the extracts from A Guide to Morovia throughout the book 
o Research your family ancestry and create your own family tree 
o Learn more about Scotland and Switzerland and compare with their descriptions in the 

books 
o Discuss your own ideas about traveling to another country 
o Consider the primary traits of the characters and how they are revealed in the story 

 

• For the customer who likes: 
o Einstein the Penguin series 

Iona Rangeley * David Tazzyman * 3 titles 
o Joy series 

Jenny Valentine * Claire Lefevre * 3 titles 
o Hotel Flamingo series 

Alex Milway * 3 titles 
o House of Heroes series 

Petra James * A. Yi * 2 titles 
 

Strongly support values of family, tolerance of differences, 
respect for the past, peaceful conflict resolution. 
 

Encourage an interest in global awareness, cultural differences, 
geography, travel. 
 

Engaging, humorous, highly detailed artwork includes a recipe, 
maps, family tree, characters’ portraits, side-bar comments. 
 

Ensemble cast of well-drawn characters, a hint of mystery. 
 

Lively, descriptive text with plenty of dialogue makes for a 
great read aloud for all ages. 



                                                                                                                                        

An Activity Page for each title is available for download 
under Resources on the Kane Miller website. 

HOUSE OF HEROES 
HAPLESS HERO HENRIE * HENRIE’S HERO HUNT 
Petra James * A. Yi 

Henrie is the first girl heir of the Melchior family in 200 years. Terrible 
news for the House of Melchior (HoMe), in the business of heroes for hire 
– boy heroes, that is! 
 
  • Action-packed mysteries with plenty 

of humor. 
 

• Smart, funny, fearless heroine and 
strong supporting characters appeal to 
both boys and girls. 

 

• Doodles, lists, codes, and notes draw 
readers in. 
 

• In Spanish too! Henrie el héroe 
desdichado y Henrie es un héroe. 

Paperback | Ages 8+ | 5 x 7 3/4 | 224-240 pp | $5.99  
Hapless ISBN: 978-1-68464-354-7  LOC: 2021930462 | Hunt ISBN: 978-1-68464-355-4  LOC: 2021930341 

Review Praise 
 

“The pacing is excellent and there are many surprising 
twists along the way. … A page-turning good time for 
middle grade readers!” 
 – Always in the Middle on Hapless Hero Henrie 
 

 “Filled with Tips from the Hero’s Handbook, quizzes, 
and codes to decipher, this book is a race between 
heroes and villains to find the truth! If you’ve missed 
book 1 … never fear! Our determined hero will catch 
you up on its thrilling events as she and Alex and 
Marley race to find the clues – before it’s too late!”  
– Book YA Love on Henrie’s Hero Hunt  
 

“Intriguing puzzles for solving the mystery are 
scattered throughout. Henrie Melchior is a heroine 
that keeps you turning the pages. A fun mystery for 
middle grade readers.”  
– Always in the Middle on Henrie’s Hero Hunt 
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Additional Information 
HOUSE OF HEROES 
HAPLESS HERO HENRIE * HENRIE’S HERO HUNT  
Petra James * A. Yi 

 
 

Paperback | Ages 8+ | 5 x 7 3/4 | 224-240 pp | $5.99  
Hapless ISBN: 978-1-68464-354-7  LOC: 2021930462 | Hunt ISBN: 978-1-68464-355-4  LOC: 2021930341 

Activities for the classroom 
• Identify the many literary devices used in the 

story, such as puns, alliteration and more. 
• Look for unfamiliar, unusual, or interesting 

vocabulary. 
• Find examples of collective nouns and 

research to discover others. 
• Incorporate any of the above activities in a 

creative writing exercise. 
• Explore how the stories treat the subject of 

gender differences. 
• Discuss the influence of familial expectations 

on young people. 

KEY ELEMENTS 
• Interactive: codes and puzzles 
• Illustrations and sidebar material 
• Humor 
• Contemporary “quest” novel 
• Twists and plot turns 
• Fast-paced 
• Direct address to reader breaks the fourth wall 

For the reader who enjoys these Kane Miller titles 
• Kensy and Max series 

Jacqueline Harvey * 6 titles 

• The Mystery of the Clockwork Sparrow 
Katherine Woodfine * 67-437-9 

• How to Make a Movie in 12 Days 
Fiona Hardy * 64-630-2 

 

Comp titles from other publishers 
• The Ambrose Deception  

Emily Ecton 

• Book Scavenger 
Jennifer Chambliss Bertman 

• Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library 
Chris Grabenstein * Douglas Holgate  

• The Swifts  
Beth Lincoln * Claire Powell 

• The Westing Game 
Ellen Raskin 



                                                                                                                                        

Find Discussion Questions for New Girl and 
Activity Pages for the series under Resources 
on the Kane Miller website! 
 

ELLA AT EDEN 
NEW GIRL * THE SECRET JOURNAL * MUSICAL MYSTERY 
CAMP MIDNIGHT * THE SCHOOL SPY 
Laura Sieveking 

Now at boarding school, 12-year-old Ella encounters new 
experiences, makes new friends, and even solves some mysteries! 
 
 
  

Paperback | Ages 10+ | 5 x 7 3/4 | 192 pp  
New Girl ISBN: 978-1-68464-357-8 | $6.99 | LOC: 2021930858 | Journal ISBN: 978-1-68464-358-5 | $5.99 | LOC: 2021930851 

Musical ISBN: 978-1-68464-658-6 | $5.99 | LOC: 2022942954 | Camp ISBN: 978-1-68464-659-3 | $5.99 | LOC: 2022942971  
Spy ISBN: 978-1-68464-660-9 | $5.99 | LOC: 2022942955 

• Feature the likeable, relatable Ella of the 
Ella Diaries series. 

 

• Boarding school setting, plenty of action 
and dialogue, email messages add 
authenticity. 

 

• Themes: friendship, loyalty, integrity, 
responsibility, personal growth. 

Review Praise 
“The story reinforces the idea of not judging people too 
quickly and not making rash accusations until you 
understand the full picture. Overall, a fun adventure …”  
– Log Cabin Library on The New Girl 
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Additional Information 
ELLA AT EDEN 
NEW GIRL * THE SECRET JOURNAL * THE MUSICAL MYSTERY *  
CAMP MIDNIGHT * THE SCHOOL SPY 
Laura Sieveking 

 
 

Paperback | Ages 10+ | 5 x 7 3/4 | 192 pp  
New Girl ISBN: 978-1-68464-357-8 | $6.99 | LOC: 2021930858 | Journal ISBN: 978-1-68464-358-5 | $5.99 | LOC: 2021930851 

Musical ISBN: 978-1-68464-658-6 | $5.99 | LOC: 2022942954 | Camp ISBN: 978-1-68464-659-3 | $5.99 | LOC: 2022942971  
Spy ISBN: 978-1-68464-660-9 | $5.99 | LOC: 2022942955 

For book club and classroom discussion 
• Themes such as adjusting to change, 

handling pressure, making premature 
judgements 

• Treatment of stereotyping 
• Unfolding and resolution of the mysteries 
• Examination of Ella’s use and definition of 

“new” words 
• What might lie ahead for Ella 

KEY ELEMENTS 
• Authentic voice, character consistency 
• Familiarity with Ella character not necessary 
• Romantic boarding school setting 
• Dialogue and typographical variation help transitioning 

readers 
• Mystery elements engage and add intrigue 
• Values of honesty, respect, cooperation, concern for others 

Meet more clever and ambitious 
girls in these Kane Miller Books’ 
titles!  

• The Clockwork Sparrow series 
Katherine Woodfine * 2 titles 

• House of Heroes 
Petra James * 2 titles 

• Kensy and Max 
Jacqueline Harvey * 6 titles 

• Marie Curious 
Chris Edison * 2 titles 

• Shine series 
Holly Webb * 3 titles 

Discover the everyday adventures of a 
younger Ella and her little sister, Olivia, in 

• Olivia’s Secret Scribbles 
Meredith Costain * Danielle McDonald * 6 titles 

• Ella Diaries 
Meredith Costain * Danielle McDonald * 7 titles 
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• Sumptuous Edwardian England 
setting. 
 

• Classic whodunit: criminals, 
gangs, top-secret documents, 
old-fashioned detective work. 
 

• Dramatic, page-turning action 
and adventure, but not overtly 
dark. 
 

• Strong female characters. 
 

• All ages appeal. 

Review Praise 
“… an entertaining new girl detective series …”  
– Kirkus Reviews 
 

“… will appeal to lovers of historical fiction as well as 
adventure and detective stories. It may also entice 
readers who enjoy fashion history and city life.”  
– School Library Journal 
 

“This is a great series for young teens. And I think 
some adults would enjoy it like I am. It has a good 
story, characters, and an interesting plot.”  
– Notes from Dawn 
 

            
     

    
 

         
     

THE MYSTERY OF  
THE CLOCKWORK SPARROW * THE MIDNIGHT PEACOCK 
Katherine Woodfine 

Miss Sophie and Miss Lilian, employees of Sinclair’s Department 
Store, fast friends, and part-time sleuths, are on the case! 
 
 
 
 

 

Fiction | Ages 11+ | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 320 - 352 pp | $6.99  
Clockwork Sparrow ISBN: 978-1-61067-437-9  LOC: 2015954239 | Midnight Peacock ISBN: 978-1-61067-842-1  LOC: 2018932780 
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HOW TO MAKE A MOVIE IN 12 DAYS 
Fiona Hardy 

Now that her beloved grandma left her the money for a camera, 
Hayley and her friends have only a couple of weeks to make the 
horror movie she and Grandma had planned. But is someone 
sabotaging the production? 
 
          
 

 
 
 

Fiction | ISBN: 978-1-68464-630-2 | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 288 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2022941503 

• Importance of family and dealing with loss, along 
with a touch of mystery. 

 

• Friendship, resilience, perseverance, following 
one’s dreams. 

 

• Spirited, ambitious heroine and a cast of well-
developed multigenerational, multicultural 
characters with distinct personalities. 
 

• A visual read; pays homage to classic films. 
 

• Some character crossover with How to Write the 
Soundtrack to Your Life (KM 2023). 

 

Review Praise 
“Order up plenty of popcorn and settle back for a tense, 
intense, delightful ride.” – Kirkus Reviews, STARRED 
 

“Follow your dreams never meant more than in this 
unique story.” – Always in the Middle 
 

A Kirkus Best Books selection! 

Find an Activity Page and Hayley and her dad’s 
learning guide about movies under Resources on 
the Kane Miller website. 
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Additional Information 

HOW TO MAKE A MOVIE IN 12 DAYS 
Fiona Hardy  

 
 
 

Fiction | ISBN: 978-1-68464-630-2 | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 288 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2022941503 

Activities for the classroom 
• Write your own movie scene. 

o Come up with a plot. 
o Make a list of characters, describing 

each one in detail. 
o Describe the setting. 
o Write a script with dialogue and 

directions for actors. 
• Act out your scene with friends. 
• Make a list of your favorite movies and write 

a paragraph describing why you think each 
one is important to watch. 

• Write a description of your favorite 
character. 

• Download the How to Make a Movie in 12 
Days Learning Guide for Kids and Parents 
from the Kane Miller Resources page. 

o Answer the questions and perform 
the activities of interest. 

o View some of the movies that are of 
interest after discussion with 
parent/caregiver. 

 
Comp titles from other publishers 

• Maddie Makes a Movie 
Sonia Garrett 

• Any Day with You 
Mae Respicio 

• This Way to Happy 
Alison Green Myers 

KEY ELEMENTS 
• Grief 
• Film-making process 
• References to contemporary movies 
• Humor 
• Creativity 
• Collaboration and teamwork 
• Determination and perseverance 
• Family warmth 

For the reader who enjoys these 
 Kane Miller titles 

• How to Write the Soundtrack to Your Life 
Fiona Hardy * 64-631-9 

• The Hunt for the Nightingale 
Sarah Ann Juckes * Sharon King-Chai * 64-947-1 

• The Mystery of the Clockwork Sparrow 
Katherine Woodfine * 67-437-9 

• Marie Curious: Girl Genius 
Chris Edison * 2 titles 
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HOW TO WRITE THE SOUNDTRACK 
TO YOUR LIFE 
Fiona Hardy 

Shy Murphy’s song is heard by everyone in music class … and they 
love it. But then she’s accused of stealing it! Can she clear her 
name and reclaim her music? And learn to trust … anyone? 
 
          
 

 
 
 

Fiction | ISBN: 978-1-68464-631-9 | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 288 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2022941514 

• Explores shyness, friendship, family, mental illness, 
self-discovery. 

 

• Humorous, poignant, mysterious, heartfelt. 
 

• Shy but determined heroine and a cast of deftly 
portrayed and memorable characters. 
 

• Music references to please any enthusiast. 
 

• Companion volume to How to Make a Movie in 12 
Days (KM 2023). 
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Additional Information 
HOW TO WRITE THE SOUNDTRACK TO YOUR LIFE 
Fiona Hardy  

 
 
 

Fiction | ISBN: 978-1-68464-631-9 | Ages 9-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 288 pp | $8.99 | LOC: 2022941514 

Portrays shyness with encouragement and without 
negativity. 
 

Openly addresses mental illness with compassion. 
 

Diversity abounds in characters’ ethnicities, 
personalities, abilities, interests. 
 

Mystery plot heightens appeal for the more reluctant 
reader. 
 

Emphasizes importance of friendship and family. 
 

Winner, Australia’s 2021 Children's Peace Literature 
Award. 

• Rich with topics for discussion and homeschool/classroom activities: 
o Discuss the significance of music in our lives 
o Make a list of your own favorite songs (“the soundtrack to your life”) and discuss/write what 

meaning each selection has for you 
o Consider mental illness—how it may affect a person, their family, their life 
o Examine the characters in the book, their differences, similarities, motivations, and your feelings 

toward them 
 

• For the customer who likes: 
o How to Make a Movie in 12 Days 

Fiona Hardy * 64-630-2 
o Ella at Eden series 

Laura Sieveking * 5 titles 
o Butterflies 

Susanne Gervay * 67-043-2 
o I Am Jack 

Susanne Gervay * 67-128-6 

o My Beautiful Voice 
Joseph Coelho * Allison Colpoys * 64-469-8 
 
 

 

Review Praise 
“Upbeat, light in tone, and both deft and respectful in its 
exploration of characters and issues.” – Kirkus Reviews 
 

“The narrative balances the relationship and mystery 
elements really well while also giving readers a glimpse 
into life with a parent diagnosed with depression.” – The 
Story Sanctuary 
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KENSY AND MAX 
BREAKING NEWS * DISAPPEARING ACT * UNDERCOVER 
FREEFALL * FULL SPEED * TAKE DOWN 
Jacqueline Harvey 

Exciting, page-turning mystery/spy adventures for twins Kensy 
and Max! 
 
 
  

• Richly created world, fantastic 
dialogue and characters. 
 

• Coded chapter headings to 
decipher, maps, case file notes. 
 

• Laughter, intrigue, danger, 
wonder. 
 

• Witty and fast moving, classic spy 
adventure with a contemporary 
twist. 
 

• Sports, science, worldwide 
locations, and more. 

Series Fiction | Ages 8-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 336-400 pp | $6.99  
News: 978-1-61067-992-3  LOC: 2019940408 | Act: 978-1-61067-993-0  LOC: 2019940411 | Under: 978-1-61067-994-7  LOC: 2019952228 

Freefall: 978-1-68464-425-4  LOC: 2021939761 | Full Speed: 978-1-68464-426-1  LOC: 2021939653 
Take Down: 978-1-68464-427-8  LOC: 2021939749 

Review Praise 
 

“… the endearing Kensy and Max will keep you in good 
company.” – Always in the Middle 
 

“This delightful mystery will keep you reading to the 
very end.” – Meridian Magazine, “Newton’s Book News, 
Fiction Books to Enjoy as the Weather Gets Colder” 
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Activities for the classroom and home 
• Codes and Ciphers 

o History, kinds, and uses  
o Create and share your own with friends 

• Families and siblings, especially twins, as portrayed 
o How realistic 
o If, how, and why they change 

• The nature of trust versus subterfuge in the series and 
in general 

• Learn more about the history of spy agencies 
• Create a map of a local community or somewhere 

familiar in the style of the maps at the beginning of 
each book 

• Research the landmarks in the different locales of the 
stories  

o Choose which you would like to visit and 
describe why 
 

 

Additional Information 

KENSY AND MAX 
BREAKING NEWS * DISAPPEARING ACT * UNDERCOVER 
FREEFALL * FULL SPEED * TAKE DOWN 
Jacqueline Harvey   

 
 

Series Fiction | Ages 8-12 | Paperback | 5 x 7 ¾ | 336-400 pp | $6.99  
News: 978-1-61067-992-3  LOC: 2019940408 | Act: 978-1-61067-993-0  LOC: 2019940411  

Undercover: 978-1-61067-994-7  LOC: 2019952228 | Freefall: 978-1-68464-425-4  LOC: 2021939761 
Full Speed: 978-1-68464-426-1  LOC: 2021939653 | Take Down: 978-1-68464-427-8  LOC: 2021939749 

KEY ELEMENTS 
• Appeal to both boys and girls. 
• Diverse, multigenerational, well-developed characters. 
• Strong family relationships. 
• Emphasis on all kinds of skills: codebreaking, problem-

solving, engineering, athletic, and more. 
• Detailed international settings, maps. 

For the reader who likes: 
• The Clockwork Sparrow series 

Katherine Woodfine * 2 titles 
• House of Heroes series 

Petra James * 2 titles 

Comp series from  
other publishers 

• Alex Rider series 
Anthony Horowitz 

• Spy School series 
Stuart Gibbs 
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Activity Pages on Kane Miller website! 

MAVEN AND REEVE MYSTERIES 
THE FIRE STAR * THE WOLF’S HOWL 
A. L. Tait 

Two unlikely allies must learn to work together in a medieval fantasy 
world of intrigue, mystery, and danger … their futures – their lives – 
depend on it!   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Series Fiction | Ages 9+ | 5 x 7 3/4  
Fire Star ISBN: 978-1-68464-439-1 | Library | 320 pp | $16.99 | LOC: 2021944817 

Wolf’s Howl ISBN: 978-1-68464-438-4 | Paperback | 304 pp | $6.99 | LOC: 2021944886 

• Twisty, action-filled plot. 
 

• Dual narrative from a pair of 
stereotype-defying heroes. 

 

• Complex, colorful characters. 
 

• Vivid sense of place. 
 

• Medieval setting; contemporary 
themes. 

Review Praise 
The Fire Star 
“Smart, lively fun.” – Kirkus Reviews  
 

“Intricate plotting with a little palace intrigue.” – Log Cabin Library 
 

“Perfect for good readers who love a great mystery.”  
– Always in the Middle 
 

“… Tait creates an exciting, quick-moving adventure bound to appeal to 
middle school readers” – Children’s Literature Comprehensive Database 
 

The Wolf’s Howl 
“More feudal finagling, with feminist strains running through a round of 
clever clue gathering.” – Kirkus Reviews 
 

“A mystery full of questionable political alliances and secrets packed 
with danger and page turning surprises.” – Always in the Middle 
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