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The Wild Guide to Starting School
By Laura and Philip Bunting

The udi Ld guide to

starting
school.

As you read along, ask the child the following questions:
e What wakes you up in the morning? : . :
e What kind of clothing will you wear to school? \
¢ What happened to the little koala who did not eat LA
a healthy breakfaste What do you like to eat for breakfast?

e Are there essentials other than the ones pictured that you might need for school?

e How will you travel to your school? Who will be with you? How might you say goodbye to
them?

e What do you think “habitat” means?
e What do you hope your new teacher will be likee
e Can you think of any other things to do when you're missing home while at school?2

e It's not always easy to pay attention or wait for your turn, but why is it important to try to
do so¢

e Will you be eating lunch at school2 Where will you eate What do you think you'll eat?
e What do you hope or expect to do during your school break times?
e What other questions might you ask someone you'd like to be your friend?

Further questions and activities for after reading the book.

e Using any of the labels in the book, help the child make a pie chart of their feelings about
the first day of school.

e Ask which is their favorite page in the book and why they chose it.

e The book mentions koala, echidna, snake, bilby, wombat, galah. Help the child find them
in the illustrations. Look for a kangaroo, a kookaburra, a mopoke owl, and a quokka. If
you're unsure what these animals look like, help the child look themup in .t
Australia or on the internet. =
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Read more about school in
Starting School, A Shine-a-Light My World Book and Worries Big and Small.
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