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From England 

Anna Hibiscus 

Hooray for Anna Hibiscus! 

Good Luck, Anna Hibiscus! 

Have Fun, Anna Hibiscus! 

By Atinuke 

Illustrated by Lauren Tobia 

 

*Kirkus Reviews (August 1, 2010) 

Linked short stories star Anna Hibiscus, who lives in a large house in a compound in ―amazing Africa‖ 

with baby brothers Double and Trouble, parents and extended family. The first title in this appealing 

new series introduces Anna’s world. The family goes on vacation, an auntie visits from America, Anna 

learns what it is to do hard work and she gets an invitation to visit her Canadian grandmother. Her 

world grows in Hooray for Anna Hibiscus! (978-1-935279-74-7): She starts school, sings before a 

large audience, tries a hair experiment and visits a very poor neighborhood. These stories celebrate 

the extended family and the combination of traditional ways with conveniences of the modern world; 

they contrast Anna’s relatively privileged life with that of others in her country and reflect the Nigerian 

childhood of the author, a storyteller now living in Wales. Tobia’s sketches, pen-and-ink with a gray 

wash, will help early readers visualize the family, unfamiliar customs and clothing and Anna’s 

community. A third title has already been published in England. A welcome window into an unfamiliar 

world. 

 

*The Horn Book Magazine (May/June 2011) 

―Anna Hibiscus lives in Africa. Amazing Africa.‖ So begins each linked short story in this series, 

loosely based on the author’s own childhood in Nigeria. Set in contemporary Africa, the stories put the 

reader smack-dab in the middle of Anna’s large family, including her parents, twin brothers Double 

and Trouble, aunts and uncles, and many, many cousins. This is a modern family, with cell phones 

and laptops. In these third and fourth entries in the series, Anna’s eyes are opened to life outside her 

big white house. In Good Luck, Anna Hibiscus!,harmattan winds from the Sahara cover the land with 

dust. Anna realizes that the children outside the gate do not have the same access to water and she, 

along with wise adults, comes up with a plan to help. In Have Fun, Anna Hibiscus!, Anna flies to 

snowy Canada to spend a month (including Christmas) with her white grandmother, whom she has 

never met. Everything is on a small scale in these books, allowing the reader to easily identify with the 

situations. Anna does not try to save Africa from drought; she just tries to alleviate the thirst of her 

neighbors. Like the rest of her family in Africa, Anna fears dogs, but she comes to love Granny 

Canada’s beloved Qimmiq. Tobia’s detailed illustrations add depth and energy to the stories—

showing Anna in all her emotional states and giving new readers the visual support they need. 

Readers ready for chapter books will love Anna and her sprawling family.  
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From Australia 

Boom Bah! 

By Phil Cummings 

Illustrated by Nina Rycroft 

 

*The Horn Book Guide (2010) 

An impromptu parade features high-spirited farm animals and their kitchen instruments. Soon the 

whole barnyard is booming, bahing, and tra-la-la-ing. Rycroft's large, clean pencil and watercolor 

illustrations are as exuberant as Cummings's bouncy rhyming text, which, with its quick tempo, keeps 

the pace lively and the volume up. Grab a cup, bowl, or whatever you can find, and join the fun. 

 

 

From Australia 

Butterflies 

By Susanne Gervay 

 

*School Library Journal (November 1, 2011) 

High school is hard enough for teens who look normal, but for Katherine, who fell into a fire when she 

was three years old and endured 37 surgeries to repair the damage, it’s even worse. She is getting 

ready to graduate and seeking independence, but she is self-conscious about her appearance. She is 

sensitive to the fact that Mum, who tells her she is beautiful, tries to give her confidence and works 

hard to make a living for her and her sister as their father left shortly after the accident. Katherine 

holds back tears when a classmate makes a rude remark, and a boy whom she dates a couple of 

times withdraws. Even though she is needy at times, her best friend is always supportive. Katherine is 

a swimmer, but when the coach recommends that she compete in the Paralympic Games, she 

realizes that others see her as handicapped instead of scarred, and she pushes for more surgery. 

Whenever readers think that Katherine is moving forward and accepting herself, she has a setback; 

she refers to herself the Beast. Readers will wait for the Beast to retreat for good and cheer when it 

finally does. This hopeful, heartfelt novel will give teens an understanding of what it means to have a 

reason to be self-conscious. Librarians won’t be able to keep it on the shelf. 

 

 

From England 

The Church Mouse 

By Graham Oakley 

 

*The Horn Book Guide (2010) 

All the denizens of that church in a busy little town, not very far away, are back--Arthur, the original 

lonely church mouse, Sampson the cat, the officious schoolmouse, etc. The cover of this reissue is 

different from the 1972 original, but inside can be found the same detailed illustrations and child-

appealing events (e.g., mid-sermon melees, burglars, acrobatics). 
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From Japan 

Everyone Poops 

By Taro Gomi 

 

*The Horn Book Guide (1993) 

There's no mincing of words here. As the straightforward text explains, 'Fish poop / And so do birds /. 

. . . Grown-ups poop / Children poop too.' Unabashed illustrations show beasts and bugs doing it, a 

male figure on the toilet, and a baby with a soiled diaper. Some adults may be squeamish about the 

facts of life so honestly confronted, but younger children will find their curiosity satisfied, and those in 

the throes of toilet training will appreciate the book's directness. 

 

 

From Australia 

Fox 

By Margaret Wild 

Illustrated by Ron Brooks 

 

*Publishers Weekly (Monday, October 8, 2001) 

Wild (Nighty Night) departs from her playful characters of recent books for this haunting look at 

friendship and cruelty, geared to older readers. After Dog saves Magpie from a fire and nurses her 

burnt wing, the two forge a powerful bond. The one-eyed dog and the flightless bird travel together 

across a charred, leafless landscape, with Magpie feeling the wind in her feathers as she rides on 

Dog's back. "Fly, Dog, fly! I will be your missing eye, and you will be my wings." The mood changes 

quickly, however, when Fox enters his sleek, orange body curled around one side of a spread and 

sets Magpie on edge ("His smell seems to fill the cave a smell of rage and envy and loneliness"). The 

tension Wild invokes in juxtaposing their disparate emotions creates a disquieting feeling that Brooks 

(Rosie and Tortoise) mirrors in his artwork, especially in close-ups of the characters' eyes. His hand-

lettered text (resembling a child's shaky penmanship) appears in oddly positioned blocks, with some 

flipped vertically against the page edges and gutter. The stark illustrations, in mixed media and 

collage, expose the characters' raw emotions with brusque hash marks in thick applications of mostly 

dark paint. Only when Fox cons Magpie into switching her allegiance and traveling with him do 

readers discover the depth of Fox's alienation. The tale ends on a tenuously hopeful note, and the 

images from this unsettling, provocative story will resonate long after the book has been closed.  

 

 

From the United States 

A Garden for Pig 

By Kathryn K Thurman 

Illustrated by Lindsay Ward 

 

*The Horn Book Guide (2010) 

Pig, bored with the apples that farmer Mrs. Pippin provides, gobbles up the vegetable garden, then 

wishes he had vegetable seeds to plant. Luckily, when nature calls, "Ploop!Out come the seeds!" Pig, 
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with his patch of brown over one eye, and farmer Mrs. Pippin, with her sticklike legs in wellies, make 

an endearing pair. Lots of organic gardening advice is appended. 

 

 

From Taiwan 

GujiGuji 

By Chih-Yuan Chen 

 

*School Library Journal (Monday, November 1, 2004) 

One day, an extra-large egg rolls right into Mother Duck's nest.  She is busy reading and doesn't 

notice the new addition, but this lucky event will change her life. Her hatchlings include a yellow 

duckling; one with blue spots; another with brown stripes; and a rather unusual, crocodile-shaped 

youngster, named after his first words. GujiGuji grows bigger and stronger than his siblings (and more 

crocodile like), but Mother loves all her offspring the same. When three duck-hungry crocodiles make 

fun of GujiGuji's ways and try to tempt him into betraying his family, he is put to the test. This 

beautifully written story has much to say about appreciating families and differences, and it will 

resonate with children long after the final page is turned. Chen's unique illustrations are compelling, 

down to the beautiful silhouette endpapers. The rich blues and earth tones and dramatic page layouts 

create moving scenes, but the quirky details and characters' expressions are hilarious. This charming 

spin on the ugly duckling theme is a must-have for any collection.  

 

 

From Mexico 

Half of an Elephant 

By Gusti 

 

*Publishers Weekly (October 23, 2006) 

An elephant loses his back half as the result of an unexpected catastrophe ("One night, all of a 

sudden, the world split in two") in this inventive tale. The fact that the fellow is made of corrugated 

cardboard, old screws, googly eyes and other assorted found objects makes the premise easier to 

take. Argentinean-born Gusti possesses a knack for storytelling and a sense of humor that will appeal 

to young and old alike. The elephant, it turns out, is not the only one missing a half. "Have you seen 

the other half of an elephant?" the hero's front half calls to the front half of a leopard constructed of a 

candy roll. "No," replies the leopard. "Have you seen the other half of a leopard?" After several 

unsuccessful efforts to join with the front halves of other creatures, the partial pachyderm decides that 

life as a half might not be so bad: "I can hide behind a tree. I can drive a sports car. And, best of all, 

my tail doesn't itch, because I don't have a tail!" (The illustrations of the back half's attempts to partner 

with others will elicit the most laughs: "The monkey couldn't jump from tree to tree with him attached.") 

When the elephant's two halves finally reunite (the world magically "became one again"), they 

discover that they need not be attached in the customary way in order to be happy - a moral that 

comes as a kind of boxtop prize to this most satisfying book. 
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From Australia 

Hannah’s Winter 

By Kierin Meehan 

 

*Kirkus Reviews (February 15, 2009) 

Twelve-year-old Australian Hannah has been sent to spend the winter with Japanese family friends in 

Kanazawa so she can improve her ability to speak the language. She and 13-year-old Miki find a 

written message in an old box of papers. It outlines a series of mysterious steps that both girls quickly 

realize they are inadvertently following, after a nighttime tour of a temple and a strange encounter with 

a singing monk. As readers raptly follow the deepening fantasy, they will find themselves flipping 

pages time after time to reread the message. Determined to fit in, Hannah makes a few humorous 

missteps (bowing self-consciously and smacking her head on a table that’s in the way), all of which 

keep the tale lighthearted and make her seem endearingly real. Meehan utilizes beautifully crafted 

similes and metaphors as she creates a loving and detailed portrayal of Japan and its people. Told in 

the first person, the tale remains so grounded in reality that it never defies belief. A fine fantasy debut 

(first published in Australia in 2001). (author’s note) (Fantasy. 10 & up) 

 

*The Horn Book(May/June 2009) 

Twelve-year-old Hannah gets dragged to Japan by her mother, who’s researching Japanese gardens. 

At least Hannah speaks the language, having lived there briefly as a child and studied Japanese at 

school in Australia. But nothing has prepared her for what awaits her in the town of Kanazawa, whose 

narrow streets and wooden shops make her feel she is ―traveling backwards in time.‖ While her 

mother crisscrosses the country, Hannah stays with the Maekawa family, whose daughter, Miki, is 

thrilled when Hannah discovers a ghost—a young boy who needs their help. Australian author 

Meehan shrouds her first novel in a quietly creepy atmosphere: a Ninja Temple with a dramatic, 

bloody history; a town white and silent with snow; a house in which unexplained breezes suddenly 

occur. The spooky mood, however, is lightened with humor—the ghost hurls donuts at Hannah and 

writes on her mirror with sunscreen; the three elderly sisters whom Hannah, Miki, and neighbor-boy 

Hiro encounter one stormy afternoon are as mysterious but as unthreatening as A Wrinkle in Time’s 

Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Which, and Mrs. Who. Hannah helps free the ghost boy to finally join his loved 

ones; Miki’s aunt is reunited with the man she loves; and Hiro’s missing scientist father is found (more 

L’Engle!) in a comedic ending featuring Hannah’s eccentric, boisterous mum. The happy reunions 

provide a satisfying conclusion to this entirely accessible, but agreeably exotic, ghost story. j.m.b. 

 

 

From England 

The No1 Car Spotter 

By Atinuke  

Illustrated by Warwick Johnson Cadwell 

 

*The Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books (November 2011)  

Nigerian-born author Atinuke, author of a series of books about Anna Hibiscus, returns to the topic of 

life in a small African village in this irresistible outing with a new protagonist. Our hero, Oluwalase 

Babatunde Benson, is known to one and all as No. 1 because he is ―the No. 1 car spotter in the 
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village, maybe in the world!‖ Four chapters, each with a self-contained plot, chronicle No. 1’s 

adventures as he uses his automotive knowledge to solve the problem of the village’s broken cart, 

goes to market with his family, helps out his friend at his mother’s food stand, and contributes to the 

effort to get his ailing grandmother to a doctor in the city. Atinuke has a Beverly Cleary–esque gift for 

depicting daily-life details with both humor and authenticity. No. 1’s narration is absolutely awash in 

likability, with a boy’s-eye view of lively village life (when his best friend, Coca-Cola, obediently leaps 

into action at his mother’s commands, No. 1 reports, ―As I was an able-bodied boy in the vicinity of a 

shouting mama I started to run around as well‖) that’s as relatable as it is funny. Plotting is solid in its 

own right, whether in the comedy of No. 1’s panic at having to buy mysterious grown-lady stuff from a 

market stall or the gentle emotional dilemma of his wanting to help his friend but not be identified 

merely as his sidekick; particularly touching is the guilt he feels when he thinks his family has misused 

the gift of a village visitor. Beyond all that, however, is the author’s exuberant style, which makes No. 

1’s joyous voice into one that could turn a walk to the corner into a high-spirited adventure, and which 

gives the dialogue of family and village the pacing and rhythm of a musical as everybody in the crowd 

weighs in on everything. Even readers half a world away will feel instantly at home in No. 1’s village, 

and they’ll relate to universal dynamics such as the authority of grandparents and loyalty to friends. 

Yet the picture is also rich with details of the area: the goods the village brings to market (―our palm oil 

and our yams, our onions, our tomatoes and our chili peppers, our baskets and our dried fish . . .‖), 

the enticement of car-spotting in a place where cars are pretty rare, and the difference between the 

towns, where they have ―tap water, electricity, and television,‖ and the village, ―where we only talk 

about such things.‖ Nor is this simply a bland travel-brochure portrait: there’s matter-of-fact 

acknowledgment that the men have all gone to the city to make money, which they send back to their 

families, and that the money needed for a doctor is more than the village can generally 

manage.Mostly, though, it’s the story of one effervescent kid and his friends and family, a group 

whose exploits are ripe for reading aloud or alone. Black-and-white illustrations fill the pages, 

occupying roughly half of most spreads, making the book even more accessible, and accentuating the 

inviting energy. The narrow slashes of linework and stylized faces have a distant kinship to Gregory 

Christie, while the art’s comic flair recalls the work of Ramona illustrator Alan Tiegreen. Ramona 

herself would certainly find a kindred spirit in No. 1, and her fans—and any kid looking for a flavorful 

series of adventures worth the effort even for novice readers—will take No. 1 to their hearts. Deborah 

Stevenson, Editor 

 

 

From England 

One Night in the Zoo 

By Judith Kerr 

 

*The Horn Book Guide (2010) 

"One magical, moonlit night in the zoo," a sequence of astonishing events occurs, beginning with an 

elephant who "flew." Each end rhyme plays off the word zoo; Kerr manages to make it all seem 

unforced and as light as that airborne elephant. The animals gather on the final spread, emphasizing 

the book's counting-book element. Humor-filled, uncluttered illustrations are best for one-on-one 

sharing.  
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From Germany 

Sebastian’s Roller Skates 

By Sebastian Meschenmoser 

 

*Publishers Weekly (December 19, 2005) 

Sebastian may have a couple of spills as he learns to roller skate, but this tale from a Spanish team 

never takes a misstep. The young hero's shyness stops him from saying all he wants to, and from 

approaching his schoolmate Ester (she "had curly hair and eyes the color of honey"). A pair of roller 

skates he finds in a park fascinates him, and as Sebastian masters this new skill, he also finds the 

courage to say more. Rovira's confident caricature-style human figures all share the same wide-open 

eyes and stubby, squared-off noses; by contrast, he distinguishes objects in minute details, with 

addresses lettered on packing boxes and bulletin boards crowded with drawings and announcements. 

The artist has great fun rendering the story of Sebastian's interior life, gluing a dense trail of dreary 

black-and-white newspaper scraps above Sebastian's head to signal his trapped thoughts in the 

opening scenes, then scattering brilliantly colored scraps and photographs as the boy brims with 

opinions he says aloud: "And this time I don't want my head to look like a billiard ball!" he tells the 

barber. He even invites Ester to go skating. Sebastian's transformation emerges naturally, rather than 

from methods or techniques. He discovers the skates, practices hard and persistently, and his new 

abilities unfold on their own. Shy readers may well emerge with the feeling that change is indeed 

possible. 

 

 

From Germany 

Selma 

By Jutta Bauer 

 

*Publishers Weekly (Monday, August 11, 2003) 

Bauer's hand-size volume delivers big things in a small package. Her pen-and-ink and watercolor 

wash images framed on creamy pages with generous borders make the perfect accompaniment for 

her simple message. A world-weary dog, slumped at a table with a half-empty glass of wine, decides 

to seek out "the wise ram" and asks him, "What is happiness?" The ram answers him with a fable 

about Selma, a wide-eyed ewe with a big snout. "Every morning at sunrise, Selma would eat a little 

grass.../...she would play with her children until lunchtime.../ ...exercise in the afternoon," says the 

ram, unspooling her day at a leisurely pace. The loosely drawn ink cartoon panels, one per spread, 

glow with gentle tints that mark the passage of the sun across the sky. Foreign elements-the hand of 

an interviewer or the tail of a fox-intrude slyly, but Selma stays unruffled, true to her unhurried life, 

exchanging bleats with her children and chatting with her neighbor. An interviewer holding out a 

microphone asks Selma what she would do if she had more time or if she won a million dollars. Her 

answer: she would change nothing ("eat a little grass... play with her children until lunchtime," and so 

on), though Bauer adds some comic touches to vary the paintings. Selma makes an ideal mascot for 

living in the moment and for the importance of rituals, in this charming antidote to the clamor of 

consumerism.  
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From New Zealand 

Snake and Lizard 

By Joy Cowley 

Illustrated by Gavin Bishop 

 

*School Library Journal (December 2008) 

This engaging chapter book from Australia tells of the humorous exploits of Snake and Lizard. They 

meet, quarrel, become friends, and then quarrel again; their delightful antics touchingly reveal the 

normal travails of an active friendship. The short chapters also impart bits of wisdom: it is good to 

share, and friends can like different things. In one particularly funny vignette, Snake is eating a frog 

when Lizard, who thinks that Snake is choking, slaps her on the back, and, of course, allows the frog 

to escape. Another entertaining story describes how the two friends each set up a business, and then 

trade the same dime back and forth buying corn cakes and cactus juice from one another. The 

charming illustrations are suffused with warm desert colors, and the evocative landscapes enhance 

the brief adventures. One endearing picture shows the red, black, and white striped snake and tan-

colored lizard lying facing one another, their features expressively genial, as they "talked and talked 

as though they'd known each other for years." Lovely bookmaking includes small pictures 

interspersed with the large, bold font, some to the side of a decorative letter that begins the text of a 

chapter. A creamy white page with only a tiny picture of a primary story element precedes each 

chapter, and many of the creatures that inhabit the stories appear on the inside front and back cover 

pages. A great read-aloud. 

 

 

From France 

There’s No Such Thing As Ghosts 

By Emmanuelle Eeckhout 

 

*The Horn Book Guide (2008) 

Equipped with his trusty butterfly net, a boy goes ghost-hunting at the haunted house in his new 

neighborhood. Though he doesn't see a single ghost, young viewers will spot a whole bevy of them--

short and squat, with big smiles and rosy cheeks--blithely going about their business. Yellow 

highlights keep the black-and-white illustrations, often in black silhouettes, warm and sunny.  

 

 

From Germany 

Waiting for Winter 

By Sebastian Meschenmoser 

 

*Publishers Weekly (September 21, 2009)  

Like furry slapstick comedians, a squirrel, hedgehog and bear make one sweet goof after another as 

they look for the first snowflake of winter. Told that it will be ―white and wet and cold and soft,‖ they put 

off hibernating and begin to search. Hedgehog holds up his discovery in triumph: it’s a toothbrush 

(―Winter will be wonderful,‖ Hedgehog thinks, as the next page shows the animal delighting in a 
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shower of white toothbrushes against an inky sky). Squirrel is convinced that a tin can is the first 

snowflake, and Bear appears with an old white sock. Meschenmosher (Learning to Fly) sketches 

freely on white pages in dark gray and sepia, drawing with casual grace and unerring comic instinct. 

Squirrel’s reddish hair springs forth frenetically, Hedgehog’s prickles look untidy and sleepy, and 

Bear’s luxurious fur hangs over his eyebrows, making him look even grumpier. Giggles and guffaws 

will abound (three whole spreads are devoted to Squirrel and Hedgehog belting out sea shanties to 

keep themselves awake). The moment when the snow really does begin to fall is worth waiting for, 

too. A quiet, atmospheric and offbeat treasure.Ages 5–8. 

 

*Kirkus Reviews (October 15, 2009)  

Squirrel usually sleeps through winter, ―[b]ut not this year!‖ The rumpled red squirrel is determined to 

see snow—but waiting gets pretty boring. Fresh air and exercise help, as does the companionship of 

Hedgehog, with whom he sings sea shanties, and Bear, who helps them look for snow. 

Meschenmoser’s minimalist text provides just enough support for his laugh-out-loud illustrations, 

rendered in swift, penciled lines on creamy white space. Squirrel’s red coat provides a spot of color 

against the autumnal grays and sepias used to sketch out the trees and the other animals. He packs a 

wealth of expression into each animal’s face without venturing into heavy anthropomorphism. 

Readers will howl at the animals’ mistaken notions of snow, and they’ll sigh with satisfaction at the 

just-cozy-enough end. A perfect marriage of words and pictures. (Picture book. 4-10) 

 

 

From South Korea 

While We Were Out 

By Ho Baek Lee 

 

*Publishers Weekly (Monday, February 3, 2003) 

Much like Stanley's Party (reviewed above) and Bruce Ingman's wickedly funny When Martha's Away 

(1995), this beguiling book from a South Korean author-artist chronicles the secret life of animals, in 

this case, a sparely but fetchingly penciled white rabbit. She slips into an apartment while the family is 

"gone to Grandma's house." In streamlined white, gray and taupe, Lee's illustrations underscore the 

low-key verbal comedy (for "She's hungry. What looks good?" the rabbit stands in awe in front of a 

bountiful refrigerator). As she munches snacks on the sofa, watches a video, then "hops onto the 

dressing table, picks up this, smells that, a touch of lipstick... `beautiful,' she thinks," strategic doses of 

color highlight the climactic moments (e.g., hot-pink lipstick offsets the bunny's lush, mascara-laden 

lashes; later, she dresses in a red gown that "the youngest in the family wore... to her first birthday 

party"). Wry surprises abound, such as in-line skates that prove too difficult-that is, until the rabbit 

fashions ski poles from chopsticks; a spread bathed in color shows the rabbit racing through the 

study. Most unexpected of all is the ending. ("She's had a wonderful adventure, and the family will 

never know. Or will they?" reads as a caption beneath four window pane-style close-ups, each 

showing tiny rabbit "calling cards" left in various rooms of the apartment.) Readers may then spot a 

formerly unnoticed trail of evidence on previous pages, and appreciate the amusing dash of reality 

amid all the anthropomorphic fun.  
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*Booklist (April 15, 2003) 

A white rabbit who lives on the patio notices that his family has gone to Grandma's, leaving the house 

empty. Now the house is hers. Simple line-and-wash pictures alternating with radiant full-page 

paintings follow the rabbit as she indulges in a multitude of obviously long-held wishes. She eats at 

the table and watches a movie on TV. She even tries to read a book (without much success). There 

are two particularly wonderful pictures--one in black and white, the other in color--in which the rabbit 

first delicately applies lipstick and then puts on a costume of traditional Korean dress belonging to the 

daughter. But the piece de resistance is a double-page spread showing what the rabbit does with the 

chopsticks and roller skates she has commandeered--she races through the house, tucked in the 

skate, pushing herself with the sticks. By the time the family returns, the rabbit is back on the patio. 

There's no sign of her visit--or is there? Sharp-eyed children will spot pellets of rabbit waste that 

occasionally turn up in the pictures and appear at the book's conclusion. This Korean import is 

amusing, yes, but there is also a delicacy and intelligence that pervades the tale. A definite cut above. 

 

*The Horn Book Guide(2003) 

This import is a quirky but grounded fantasy about a pet rabbit who, while the family is away, enjoys 

the pleasures of an empty apartment. Pencil line and wash vignettes and a brief, self-possessed text 

follow her progress from room to room. Full-page watercolor illustrations play up the fantasy of her 

adventure. On the last page, four small close-ups zoom in on what she left behind--rabbit pellets. A 

funny and reality-restoring ending. 

 

 

From Japan 

Who’s Hiding 

By Satoru Onishi 

 

*The Horn Book Magazine (May/June 2007) 

In an elegantly simple concept book for preschoolers, Onishi introduces eighteen animals, six colors, 

and the concept of camouflage. Flipping through the book, each spread seems to contain the same 

line-up of obliging animals made of simple shapes and flat colors: green hippo, orange zebra, blue 

bear, red cat, etc., each animal staring straight at the reader, most with fairly neutral expressions. The 

first spread shows them on a white background with each animal labeled. After that, spreads alternate 

between colored backgrounds that camouflage one or more animals ("Who's hiding?") and white 

backgrounds in which the reader must figure out what has changed ("Who's crying?" "Who's 

backwards?"). While visually predictable, the challenges become more difficult as the book 

progresses (does "Who has horns?" include the elephant? No, those are tusks). The otherwise 

deadpan animals even seem to develop a sense of humor, as in their unexpected encore of "Who's 

backwards?" when not one but seven are facing backwards. It's surprising that this 1993 Japanese 

import wasn't published here sooner, as it's sure to become a dog-eared favorite in daycare toddler 

rooms. 

 


