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From Australia

Ziba Came on a Boat

Written by Liz Lofthouse

Illustrated by Robert Ingpen

Ziba came on a boat. A soggy old fishing boat that creaked and moaned as it rose and fell, rose and fell, across an endless sea...

Based on real events, Ziba Came On a Boat is the moving story of a little girl whose family has lost almost everything. This beautiful picture book takes us on her brave journey to make a new life, far from home. Full of love, warm memories and hope for the future even in a time of fear, this lyrical story is accompanied by stunning watercolor illustrations by the acclaimed Robert Ingpen.

BEFORE READING: Explain that the story is about a little girl who is leaving her country to start a new life in America. Explain what life is like in some other countries and why people emigrate to the U.S.  

AS YOU READ:  Discuss why:
· children are collecting water from the stream, carrying heavy clay pots to the mud brick house, weaving colored wool to make rugs.

· Ziba is no longer be able to attend school.
· There is gunfire and there are angry voices.
AFTER READING:

Explain the meaning of a simile.

Point out the many similes in this story: “Thoughts washed over Ziba like the surge of the sea washing over the deck.” “Up and down went the wool in and out like the boat weaving through the murky sea.” “The sea roared and thrashed at the boat like an angry beast.”
The author was inspired to write this story after talking to Hazara refugees in Perth who fled Afghanistan. Discuss the Hazara people.

ACTIVITIES:

· Write a journal entry from Ziba’a point of view. Encourage students to share what they wrote.

· Paint using watercolors.

RELATED THEMES: Hope, love, fear, family, memories, peace, the future
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