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At some time or other everyone (even the teacher!) has wanted to stay home from school. There may be something exciting going on, perhaps a visiting relative, or preparation for a party. There may be something to avoid at school---a best friend who is playing with someone else, or a difficult new reader to begin. Children can tell you lots of reasons they have wanted to stay home.  

But Tibili’s aversion to school is not just a wish for a day off. Tibili is questioning the whole idea of education. He sees others he loves and admires like his grandfather, functioning well without formal education. He can see the value of practical learning. What he cannot see if the value of abstract lessons taught in school. There are many children like Tibili, who are unaware of the importance of education because in their experience with others they see them doing well without it. What they do not see, and what Tibili has to have demonstrated, is the different circumstances when a different kind of knowledge has value. Ask children about other situations when knowing how to read could be a very important skill. Sometimes, such as following directions on a food package, it is a convenience. Other times, as in warning signs and instructions, it could be a life saving skill. Knowledge of all kinds can be a source of safety and security. The more each person knows, the more he can make good choices in all situations.

Tibili also is facing something new and unfamiliar. Tibili’s distinctive characteristic is that he is happy. He likes his life, and sees no reason to change it. Children can identify with that. But change is constant, and it is inevitable that it is often uncomfortable. Some of Tibili’s fears are silly, like being stepped on in the white sand because of his white uniform! Others are more valid, such as a dislike of sitting all day in front of a blackboard. There are advantages to this new environment to offset the minuses. There are new friends to make and new skills to give Tibili a sense of pride in his accomplishments. Children can learn to look for positives in new situations to offset fears.

It is obvious to adults that Tibili lives in a different environment, but to children unfamiliar with plants and the habitats of animals it may not be important. To those with the knowledge it may be fun to follow the clues to identify Tibili’s home, but it is actually further emphasis that people in many parts of the world share many of the same feelings.
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