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SLOW LORIS

by Alexis Deacon

Keep Slow Loris handy for those times you need a reminder that we can miss a lot by jumping to conclusions about people. Loris isn’t very good at entertaining zoo visitors. He doesn’t care that people seek out Monkey Island or watch the polar bears swim, or marvel at the giraffes eating leaves from poles high above their heads. He saves his energy for doing things that give pleasure to him, not to the zoo visitors. This animal that is slow and boring to watch during the day, is lively and fun to be with at night. The other animals who have judged him by the daytime visitors’ standards see that he has an imaginative approach to life, which he is quite happy to share with them if they wish. When we take time to find out more about other people and what interest them, we enrich our own lives too. Lead discussions about what talents and skills others might have that we cannot discover from their appearance. The girl who is in the slowest reading group may have musical skills.  A boy who is awkward at team sports like soccer or baseball may shine at swimming or golf. Someone hopeless at jump rope may be an outstanding board game player. Encourage classmates to get to know one another better, perhaps in sharing or circle time by bringing a picture of something they like to do, or writing stories about their favorite activities.

It’s fun to explore relative time with Loris too! Because doing things ‘really slow’ can be boring, and the class’ attention can wander, keep the ‘slow’ activities short.  To get an idea of how long it takes Loris to eat a Satsuma, give each child a cracker, and tell them they must make it last one minute, taking bites all the time.  It will be surprisingly difficult to make a cracker last that long. Choose one child to walk from one side of the room to the other, as slow as possible, but continuously moving. Then time him. It helps to see how slowly Loris travels across his branch.  

There are some good vocabulary words to work with too. Find out what kind of animal a Loris is, and what nocturnal means. Has anyone in the class eaten a Satsuma? 

On the first page, the author says Loris lived in a zoo but he didn’t like it much.  What things about living in a zoo might animals dislike? How can a zoo help animals? Explore how a zoo that pleases visitors might be bad for animals, while one which provides a good home may make it difficult to see the animals. There are public discussions about the functions of zoos, about disappearing habitats, and endangered species, and children in elementary classes now may have to make decisions about these complex issues when they are older. Considering problems which have no easy right or wrong answers is good practice in creative and imaginative thinking.
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