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A little white rabbit with pink ears lives next door to “the loveliest person he has ever seen…” Nina Bonita. She is a little girl with beautiful dark skin. The rabbit wants to look like her and tries to achieve this by painting himself with black ink, eating blackberries and drinking black coffee. Finally, Nina Bonita’s mother explains to the rabbit that the reason Nina Bonita is so dark and beautiful is that her grandmother was – and Nina Bonita looks exactly like her.

Discussion:

This book is excellent for teaching a variety of topics including racial acceptance, self esteem, heritage, and even the use of similes.

* Talk about how the rabbit tries to change how he looks when he should be pleased with the way he is. Ask the children what they are proud of about themselves and emphasize that it need not be in their outward appearance. Some may be proud of a part of their physical appearance, and that’s okay too, as you may have students with piercing eyes, or beautiful hair, or a gleaming smile. Be sure, however, to drive the point home that it is what is on the inside that matters!

* Talk about how Nina Bonita looks like her grandmother. For homework, the children should find out if they look like any of their relatives. (This can be a sensitive subject though, if you have children in your class who have been adopted. Use caution.)

 They should also find out where their ancestors are from.

* On the first page of the book there are three similes used to describe Nina Bonita’s appearance. Her eyes are “like two shiny, black olives.” Her hair looks “as if made of unwoven threads of the night.” Her skin is “dark and glossy just like a panther in the rain.”

Brainstorm some other similes with the class. Have them illustrate those similes or use the ones from the book.
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