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Apollo

by Caroline Grégoire

Apollo---the name says it all!  Only someone convinced of the superiority of their pet would name him for the Roman sun god.  Children in the appropriate age range quite likely will not be familiar with Roman mythology, but it won’t take long to pick up on the author’s intense pride and affection for his pet.  The group can talk about their own pet, and what makes them special.  Sometimes it may be just that there is someone who offers unconditional love.

In reading Apollo it is helpful to have a stuffed toy for a prop.  Different ‘assistants’ can demonstrate back, front, above, etc.  Use a piece of poster board to block off different halves.  At one point the author goes from real views to imaginary ones.   Together identify when that happens and how it is different from looking at Apollo from different viewpoints. 

It is fun to look at the shape of the book, and wonder what could be the different shapes of books about different animals.  Would a book about a giraffe be the same shape as this one?  Use this thought as an approach to talking about outlines, or shadows, or silhouettes.
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