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Summary: This book contains seemingly authentic samplings of poetry written by a preteen boy named Troy Thompson. His teacher, Mrs Kranke, assigns eleven different types of poems to be written by her students. Mrs. Kranke will be entering one poem from each student into a contest in which the winner gets a computer and gets to choose five hundred dollars worth of software for the school! Troy writes everything from ballads to limericks. You will find all of his entries greatly amusing. Troy’s poems also contain comments and feedback from Mrs. Kranke. Here you will see what wonderful rapport she has with Troy and how much she learns about her student from reading his poetry.  

Making the most of the book: This book is a lesson plan in and of itself. If you plan to do a poetry unit with your students, this book is must-have. Some of the poetry assignments listed in the book may be too difficult for younger students, for example, an epic poem. In these cases, you may want to write a class poem together on the board. When assigning the poems, read Troy’s poems as samples. Your students will truly enjoy them. (Read Mrs. Kranke’s samples as well.) You may also want to read some other examples from poetry books. The more your students hear, they better they will be able to produce a poem of their own.  

Poetry Portfolio: Your students should keep a poetry notebook just as Troy has. This way, each student can turn in their notebook for you to review or grade their poems. This will keep them organized and decrease the chance of them losing what they have written. When you have completed the unit, your students should write final copies of each poem and create their own “Poetry Portfolios.” To incorporate computers into the unit, they could type their final drafts and even illustrate them using a computer.  

Classroom Environment Ideas: Create a bulletin board of the poems that are assigned with drawings, such as, the limericks and Haikus. Display their acrostic poems around the room or in your classroom windows for other students to read as they pass by.   

The Assignments: The following are assignments taken straight from the book:  (They have been condensed to make it easier to preview so please also refer to the actual assignments in the book.)    

Assignment 1: Write an epic poem. It must be at least six verses with four lines per verse and tell the story of a fearful event or creature. It should be told as if you were an ancient poet. Add a drawing to make your poem more exciting.  

Assignment 2: Write a Haiku, and draw a picture of what you have described. 

It must be only three lines:
Line one has five syllables.

Line two has seven syllables.

Line three has five syllables.  

Choose from the following topics:

1. an animal

2. an area of your local environment that you especially like

3. your own secret or special place

Assignment 3: Write a ballad. Choose an episode from history. Your poem should have a noble hero who loses his or her life for a good cause.  Remember that ballads often repeat lines and may include the actual speech of the hero or villain.  They often rhyme.  

Assignment 4: Write a limerick, and draw a picture to go with it. Limericks are typically silly, nonsensical poems. They are five lines. Lines 1, 2, and 5 rhyme and have the same number of syllables and beats. Lines 3 and 4 rhyme and have the same number of syllables and beats.

Assignment 5: Write the words of a poem that could be set to a song.  You need to write just the first two verses. Mrs. Kranke suggests setting it to the tune of “Amazing Grace”, but you can choose the tune of any song you think all of your students know.  

Assignment 6: Write a Shakespearean sonnet on a meaningful topic. It is 14 lines with the following rhyming pattern:

Lines 1 and 3 rhyme. 

Lines 2 and 4 rhyme.

Lines 5 and 7 rhyme.

Lines 6 and 8 rhyme.  

Lines 9 and 11 rhyme.

Lines 10 and 12 rhyme.

Lines 13 and 14 rhyme with each other forming a “couplet” to end the sonnet. 

Assignment 7: Write an occasional poem which could be read aloud to the entire school. The topic should be something you want to say about your school.   

Assignment 8: Write a shape poem. First, think of the subject or object about which you would like to write. Write the poem in that shape. (It may help to sketch the shape before writing the poem.) 

Assignment 9: Write an ode. This is a poem of praise to someone or something special. Students should begin by brainstorming a list of people or things that are special to them. 

Assignment 10: Write an acrostic poem using your first and last name. Encourage students to write phrases rather than just single words. It may help if you let them use a dictionary to help with starting words. You can also give them some ideas… “A” can be for always…, “P” for prefers…, “L” for likes…, etc.  

Assignment 11: Write a poem about anything and everything that is your favorite color. Students should choose a color then brainstorm things that are that color before actually writing the poem.
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