SEASONS
By:  Anna Crausaz
TEACHER GUIDE
BEFORE READING:
Discuss/introduce the four seasons.
Brainstorm what you might see, feel, hear, taste and smell during each season.

Chart these on a large piece of butcher paper or white board.

POST READING:
Talk about some of the experiences the little girl in the story has.

What did she see, feel, taste, touch, and hear?

Add these to the chart.

Choose your favorite season.

Tell why you like that season.  What do you see, hear, feel, taste and touch during that season?
Turn that into a poem.  Describe a different sense in each line.

Take a walk outdoors.  Sit quietly and listen.  What do you hear?

Take a big breath in through your nose.  What do you smell?

Look around.  What do you see?

Pick things up.  What do you feel?  Describe the texture.

ART IDEAS:

Collect a variety of leaves.  Examine all the veins in the leaf.  Do a crayon leaf rubbing.   Make overlapping leaf rubbings.
Collect leaves, twigs, and other objects from nature.   Glue to construction paper to make a nature scene like the ones on pages 15 and 17.  Use colored pencils to add details.

Look at the illustration on page 3.  Paint a tree.  Draw the branches going off the page.  Use cotton swabs dipped in green paint to make the green dots. 
Look at the illustration on 14.  Draw using colored pencils. Use cotton swabs and purple and red paint to make the blackberries.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES:
If it is fall, ask children to collect leaves (from home, school, neighborhood) in garbage bags.  Create a giant leaf pile.  Jump in and have fun!

Create a survey using the following questions:

Have you ever…

had a ladybug land on you?

picked cherries?

seen a firefly?

grown an herb or vegetable?

been to the beach?

blown a dandelion?

tasted blackberries?

jumped in a pile of leaves?
thrown a snowball?

tasted a snowflake?

