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I’m a Pill Bug
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I’m a pill bug. Come join me, and learn all about me. How I spend my day, what makes me special, what I eat, where I sleep...Everything!

Discussion ideas:  

~ Go back through the pages of the book and review with the children what they have learned about pill bugs.  Write these on the board or on butcher paper.

~ Ask the children how many of them have picked up a pill bug.

~ Discuss that they are safe to pick up as they do not bite and do not spread disease. 

~ Ask children what other bugs and insects are safe to pick up.  Which are not? 

~ Talk about being kind to all creatures.

~ Does anyone have other names for a pill bug?

~ Pill bugs breathe through gills.  What else breathes through gills?

Activities:

~ Make a Pill Bug Habitat

Ask students what a pill bug needs to live. Fill separate containers with damp dirt, small concrete pieces, dead leaves, sticks, small rocks, and pill bugs. Give a plastic cup to each child. Have each child fill his/her cup with the above items. (The pill bug goes in last). Using a spray bottle, spray one spray into the cup. Cover with plastic wrap that has a few small holes poked in it and attach to cup with a rubber band.

Students can observe and share their observations over a day or two.

Variation:  Take a “field trip” outside to collect the needed items for the habitat.
Make one big pill bug habitat in a fish bowl for all the children to observe.

~ Pill Bug art project

Cut out the shape of a large pill bug on separate sheets of 8 ½ “ x 11” gray construction paper. Cut them into sections lengthwise. Have children glue the sections back together so it looks like a pill bug. Glue onto a different color construction paper. They will look like real pill bugs with the many sections. Provide them with black paper to cut seven small pairs of legs and one set of antennae to glue to the pill bug.  (They actually have 2 sets of antennae, but only one is visible.)

Type all the facts they learned about pill bugs onto Xerox paper.  Each child can glue an information sheet to the bottom of the completed pill bug.  (Or, if old enough, each child can write a fact that they remember.)
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