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Before you read:

Explain that this book is originally from India. Point out the location on a map. If you have children from India, invite them to talk about the country (similarities/differences). Describe the setting and what it means to be "forest people.” Talk about starting a new school or your first day of school and the feelings children might experience that day.
As you read:

Explain what a snake-catcher is. Explain what Kali means when he says his people go towards snakes not away from them. Define monsoon.

After reading:

Talk about how Kali felt at different points in this story:
· as he was walking to school

· when he had to tell the class his dad's occupation

· at break-time
· at the end of the story

Ask children to talk about times when they have felt the same way as Kali did in these various situations. Brainstorm all the different words to describe how we feel.

Why did Kali want to be "an ordinary boy?" What does he mean by that?
After Kali caught the snake, what did he want to do with it? (Took it to his dad do sell to the zoo and use the money to buy his sister a new dress.) What does that tell you about his personality?
Discuss being kind to others and how it feels to be made fun of.
Project ideas:

Flag of India:
Draw and color the flag of India on plain index cards.  Tape or glue one edge to a popsicle stick.

Spiral Snake:

Draw a spiral shape on white construction paper. Color it like a snake. Cut along the spiral line.  The center of the spiral will be the head. Add googly eyes. Tape a string to the head and hang from the ceiling.... just as the rat snake hung from the ceiling in Kali's classroom.

Looped Snake:

Cut colored construction paper strips. Loop them together to make a long snake. Glue or tape the rings as you go. Cut a head and tongue. Glue.
Watercolor painting:

Using thick white construction paper, paint a scenic picture. Use examples from the story, particularly on the first two pages. When dry, mount on colored paper and display.  

Make snakes out of clay or Play-doh.

Bring in sugar cookie dough.  Allow students to roll the dough into a snake.  Bake and eat!

Make some Indian foods for the children to try.

Related topics: snakes, friendship, bravery, feelings (how your words and actions affect others), ethnic foods
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