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TEACHER TIPS


Jack Russell: Dog Detective series

Written by Darrel and Sally Odgers
Line drawings by Janine Dawson
Pre-reading:

· Discuss “point of view”.  Explain that this story is written from the dog’s point of view.  

· Have you heard of a type of dog called a Jack Russell Terrier? What have you heard about them?

· What is a detective?

· What is a crime?

· Explain the difference between a fact and an opinion.  Give examples.

As you read:

· Read and explain all of the words in the glossary.

· What is a nose map?
· Point out all the play on words and ask the children what the actual word is. (For example: paw-sessive meaning possessive)

· Keep a list posted in class of all of these words.  Add to the list as you read.

Challenge students to make up some of their own “dog words”.
· After each chapter, have children discuss the clues students have just read.  Write these on a large piece of butcher paper hung in the classroom. Encourage children to guess the outcome/solve the mystery.

· What are the main clues in the crimes? 
· Who are the main suspects?
Post reading:

· Discuss the importance of clues in solving mysteries or crimes.

· What occupations might require a person to solve a crime or mystery?

· Have you ever had to solve a mystery?

Activities:

· Design a Dog Collar: Each child will need a strip of paper 2 inches wide and 18 inches long and lots of materials for decorating like stickers, fake jewels, glitter, rickrack, etc.
· Make a storyboard explaining the clues and finally the resolution of the mystery: Students fold large, white construction paper into six squares.   Draw a picture and write a sentence in each square retelling the story.
· Make a picture book: Choose one of the stories in the series for the children to turn into a picture book.  This should be done in pairs or small groups.  Each page will retell part of the mystery as it unfolds (similar to the clues that were brainstormed as they read.)  A sentence should be written and a picture should be colored on each page.  Bind the pages into a book. Arrange with the kindergarten teacher for the older children to read their stories to the younger students.

Related Topics: problem solving, mysteries, dogs/pets, crime, honesty
Jack Russell: Dog Detective series

Dog Den Mystery, The Phantom Mudder, The Mugged Pug,

The Lying Postman, The Awful Pawful, The Sausage Situation
84 pages ~$4.95 each ~ Paperback

