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Half of an Elephant

by Gusti

Before Reading:  

Discuss and name all of the items on the title page.  Tell the children that this book was originally published in Mexico.  The author is from Argentina.  Point out these countries on a map.

As you read:

Ask children to name all of the animal halves they see on the middle pages.

Post reading:

The front half of an elephant met many other animals as he tried to be a whole again.  What were some of the problems he had with these other animals?

· The worm talked too much.

· It was too hard to catch flies as the front half of a chameleon.

What were some of the problems the back half had in meeting other half animals?

· It was too hard to nap with the flamingo.

· The monkey thought the elephant was too heavy when they swung from tree to tree.

· The duck spent too much time in the water.

The half of the elephant realizes that there are some positives to being “half”.  What are they?

· He can float in a hot air balloon.

· He can weigh himself without breaking the scale.

· He only needs one pair of shoes.

· He doesn’t have to blow his trunk.

· He can hide behind a tree.

· He can drive a sports car.

· He has no tail to itch.

Activities:

1.
Turn this story into a Reader’s Theater.  Children take turns being the different animals.

2.
Make a tissue paper world.  Each child will need a round piece of card stock paper to represent the world, small squares of blue and green tissue paper, about 1” x 1”, glue and a pencil. Draw the world on each piece of paper.  Scrunch one square of tissue onto the pencil eraser. Dip in glue and place on the world.  (Blue for oceans, green for land.)  Continue until the entire world is filled in.

3.
Found Art Project
Ask children to start collecting various “found” items and to bring in items for which the class could use in this creative project.  Once you have a variety, challenge students to create an animal or anything else they can think of.  Allow them to use the book for ideas.   Parent volunteers might be helpful with the project. Some examples of items to collect:

Springs

Googly eyes

Empty juice boxes

Paper plates

Straws

Wallpaper pieces

Paper clips

Peanut shells

Coffee filters

Styrofoam cups

Cheerios

Toilet paper rolls

String

Twigs

Washers

Buttons

Corrugated cardboard

Tape measure (cut into pieces)
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