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Are We There Yet?  

A journey around Australia

by Alison Lester

Ideas for using this book in the classroom:

Postcards: Using 5” by 7” note cards (blank on one side ) students will color postcards of the various sights, and write the name of the place and something about it on the postcard.  Use the book for ideas on what to draw.

Creative Writing

~ On the back of one postcard, students will write a note to a friend, as if they are one of the children in the book. Properly address the postcard. Another option would be to write a letter instead of writing on the postcard.

~ Students will make a class ABC book of the sights in Australia. These will include text and illustrations.  (Example:  “A is for Alice Springs”  “B is for Bungle Bungles”) Assign one letter per student, or students can pair up and make an entire ABC book of their own.
~ Students will write an acrostic poem using the letters in the word Australia.

Geography: Map of Australia

Choose one of the following:

~ Students make a relief map using a mixture of 1 part salt, 1 part flour and ½ part water. Label the territories.  

~ Teacher will give students a blank map of Australia. Students will fill out the territories and trip destinations, color the map, and mount them onto colored construction paper.                      

 
~ Teacher will make a large map, identical to the poster map, on a bulletin board.  

Australian Flag: On a piece of construction paper, students make the Australian flag using various mediums. Some ideas: paint, markers, crayons, torn paper, small paper tiles, oil pastels, chalk, watercolors, dot-painting (using Q-tips).

Seven Wonders of the Natural World: Two of them are in Australia: The Great Barrier Reef and Ayers Rock. Challenge students to find the other five.

Outlining: The book is broken into seven parts (with the exception of “Starting Out”.) Students will write the title of each section and the places visited under that section. For example, 

I.  On the road at last:

   A.  Coorong

   B.  Barossa Valley

   C.  Flinders Range

   D.  Streaky Bay

   E.  Murphy’s Haystacks

   F.  Nullarbor Plain

   G. Great Australian Bight

As an extension, students may write something about each place. (Example: Nullarbor is Latin for “no tree”.
Facts about Australia and topics to discuss:
It is the only country that is also a continent.

It is mostly flat and largely farmland.

Native animals include: koalas, kangaroos, platypuses, wombats, quokkas. 

It is the world’s leading producer and exporter of wool.

80 % of the population lives in the southeast corner.

It was once a group of British colonies.

Sydney and Melbourne are the largest cities.

The capital is Canberra.

It is one-third desert.

It is in the Southern Hemisphere so their seasons are opposite.

Guest Speaker: Have a native to the country come talk to your students about Australia. Or, perhaps a parent has visited the country and could do a presentation.

Art Project/Craft

Any of the following topics could be used to create an art activity:

~ Animals of Australia:  kangaroos, koalas, wombats, platypuses, quokkas

~ Sea Life: whales, dolphins, underwater scenes, reefs

~ Mountain ranges

~ Butterflies

~ Wildflowers

~ Boab Trees

~ Sunsets

~ Rainforests
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