Anna Hibiscus’ Song

Written by Atinuke, Illustrated by Lauren Tobia
TEACHER GUIDE

BEFORE READING:

(accessing prior knowledge, anticipatory set, making personal connections, and making predictions)
This is Anna.  Study the cover and describe what you think this story is going to be about.

She lives in Africa.  How is living in Africa alike and different from where you live?

How is Anna feeling at the beginning of the story?  Let read and find out why she is so happy.

POST READING:
(reading comprehension levels: text to self, text to text, and text to world)
Was your prediction or guess about what was going to happen in the story correct?  How was the story different?

Who lives in Anna’s house? 
Give some examples of what makes Anna’s relatives happy. 
What makes you as happy as Anna?

ACTIVITIES:

Find Africa on a map.  How far away is it from where you live?

How is life different there?  (ex. weather, food like “mangos and yams”, homes like “veranda,” etc.)

Ask your family members what makes them happy.

Try singing Anna’s song on the last page to different tunes (example:  Row, Row, Row Your Boat, Mary Had a Little Lamb, or Skip to My Lou)

My Character and Me:  Draw a Venn diagram (2 overlapping circles) and brainstorm words that describe Anna in one part, you in the other part, and how you and Anna are alike in the middle part. 
Write a letter to Anna.  What do you want her to know about you, what makes you happy, and what are you curious about Anna?

Read a book with a similar pattern and compare it with this one.  (example:  Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge)
