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Summary: 
Snake is elegant, calm and a little self centered; Lizard is exuberant and irrepressible.  Two very different creatures learn the give and take of friendship in these warm and funny desert stories. Join in the adventure as Snake and Lizard begin to appreciate each other’s differences on the way to becoming firm friends.

Themes: 

Desert plants and animals

Self esteem 

Cooperation

Friendship

Discussion or writing:

What are some of the things you like doing with your friends?

What are some of the things your friends like to do that you do not like doing?

What do you like to do that they don’t?

Have you ever had an argument with a friend? What was it about?  How was it resolved?

How do you act when you are in a bad mood?

Does it bother you when people ask what’s wrong?  Why?

Have you ever heard someone say that opposites attract?  What does this mean?

Do you have any friends who are quite opposite from you? In which ways?

Name all of the animals and insects that were mentioned in this book.

(snake, lizard, skunk, tortoise, mouse, rabbit, fly, beetle, quail, owl)

Synonyms:  see pages 73 and 74.

The tortoise uses a number of synonyms.  Discuss these and brainstorm more for other words.  

Book examples: 

advice, wisdom, handy hints
enemy, villain, intruder, pain in the neck

crazy, loopy, bonkers

Art activity:

Make a cactus using toothpicks for spikes:
Paint large piece of paper using green paint.
Cut out a cactus shape.

Glue on small pieces of crushed green tissue paper.

Glue toothpicks all around for the spikes.

Extension:

Create a short story in which Snake and Lizard have some sort of disagreement, but everything turns out fine in the end.

Act out the story and/or act out one of the stories in the book.
Snake and Lizard

Written by Joy Cowley

Illustrated by Gavin Bishop

© 2008 Kane/Miller Book Publishers

www.kanemiller.com

