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Summary: This is a story about the green jewel in the Sahara - the oasis. It is a wonderful introduction to the harsh but beautiful desert wilderness and the life that supports it. Visit the birds, bugs, animals and people who live in these oases.

Before you read:
Familiarize your students with the Oasis and the Tuareg people who inhabit these oases. (You will find the last two pages of the book most informative and helpful.) Locate the Sahara Desert on a map, and be sure to tell them that it is about the same size as the entire United States.  

After you read:

Challenge students to recall what was read to them.  

What types of animals and insects did we hear about?

Old desert monitor, viper, camels, ravens, pigeons, millipedes, swallows, beetles, scorpions, fleas, frogs, hedgehogs, bats, caracal, sand cats…

What types of weather conditions?

Dust devils, sandstorms, heat…

What did the people do?

Tend animals, draw water from wells, trade salt, pound millet, lead camels, and bear children…

Art ideas:

Handprint Butterfly:  Trace the students’ hands on construction paper so that they each have six to cut out. They will need an elongated oval and circle for the body and head. Both can be cut from construction paper. Glue three hands on either side of the body, and add pipe cleaners for the antennae Hand them on a “vine” across the room. (You could also add leaves and snakes to the vine.) 

There are many other animals or reptiles in the book that would make a fun crafts such as, bats, camels, snakes, lizards, etc…

Class Mural:  

If there is room in the class, tape a very large piece of butcher paper to the wall.  (Tape more paper behind it so that wall does not get painted.) Using a thick, black, permanent marker, the teacher loosely sketches the two pages where it says, “This is the place surrounded by date palms where pools of bright water spring up from the ground…” Students can take turns painting the palm fronds, leaves, peppers, limes, butterflies, dragonflies, river, sand, trees, etc….

Tree Bulletin Board:

Use crumpled up brown butcher paper to make a large tree with long branches in a corner of the room going up the wall (or on a bulletin board). Children can add birds, fruit, insects, reptiles, etc to make a beautifully, colorful tree.  
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