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Nights of the World
Written by Corinne Albaut

Illustrated by Arno
Nights of the World introduces five children from five very different regions of the world. Discover how each child sleeps and what each does during the day. This wonderful book will help children discover other people and places and learn about similarities and differences.  

Before reading: Talk about the different regions and continents of the world and what they are like (climate, culture, etc.) Ask students what they think children in these other lands do during the day. Where and how do they sleep at night?  

After reading:

Discuss the similarities and differences amongst the children in the book and the children in the class. Ask children to share what they do during the day and how they go to bed at night.

Crafts:
Make some of the items the children in the book made during the day:

Woven baskets:  (like Melisse) 

You will need: One empty green, plastic, strawberry basket per child; Strips of thinly cut construction paper or use ribbon; Wire ribbon or pipe cleaners for the basket handle; Tissue paper or doilies.

Weave the paper or ribbon (the kind without wire) in and out of the holes along the sides of the basket.  Help tie the ends.  When complete, tire wire ribbon or pipe cleaner around the top to make a handle.  Place a doily or piece of tissue paper to line the bottom.

For added fun, have the children use the baskets for an activity or to collect things.

Beautiful jewelry: (like Kamanga) 

You will need: Colored string (preferably the elastic kind); Many of different beads

Knot one end of the string before they begin. Encourage students to make a pattern as they slide the beads onto the string.  They can make bracelets, necklaces, anklets, etc. 

Kites (like Machiko)

You will need: Large, white, construction paper; Crepe paper or strips of tissue paper; String or thin ribbon; Paper hole reinforcers

Cut the construction paper so it is a large diamond shape.  At one corner, punch a small hole and adhere the paper reinforcers to both sides. (This is so the paper does not get ripped when the string is tied through and the kite takes flight.) Allow children to decorate the kite with sponge paints, markers or watercolors. Glue streamers along the bottom. Tie on a long piece of string. Display or let children try flying them outdoors.  
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