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Lucky 

by Gus Clarke

Lucky is an endearing, cheerful, little dog living in an animal shelter.  He has plenty to eat, a roof over his head, and lots of friends.  The shelter isn’t so bad, and his friends seem to find owners all the time… though some need a little help.

Before you read:

~ Ask students whether or not they have a pet.  

~ If students have a dog, ask if he or she knows where they got the dog.

~ Explain what an animal shelter is, and ask if any of the children have ever visited one. 

Post- reading discussion:

~ Ask why they think Lucky feels that he is lucky.

~ In the story, it says, “We all came here for different reasons.” Give examples of reasons animals are living in shelter. First, have the children share their ideas as to why an animal might be in a shelter.

~ Explain that Jim and Edna work at the shelter and care for the animals by feeding them, giving them water, cleaning their living spaces, taking them for walks, playing with them and giving them love and affection.   

~ In the story, Lucky helps Bernard find an owner. What do you think he tells his other dog friends to do so that people will want to adopt Bernard instead of them?  Go to the two pages in the story and show students the illustrations of the dogs purposely misbehaving.  

Activities:

Dog Card: Fold 8 ½” by 8 ½ ” brown paper in half to make a triangle.  With the open side facing you, fold down the two corners to make dog-ears.  Add a nose, eyes, and mouth.  Write a message inside!

Paper Bag dog puppet: Using a lunch sized paper bag and some construction paper, glue on dog-ears, eyes, a nose, tongue and tail to make and adorable puppet.  

Writing:  Adoption Ad

Students draw and color a portrait of a dog.   For younger students, provide a picture of a dog that they can color.

At the bottom of the portrait, students fill in sentences about the dog encouraging someone to adopt it.  It should be written from the dog’s point of view.  Teacher will need to do the writing for preschoolers.  

For Example:  My name is ___________.  I am ________years old.  I came here because ______________.  I like to eat ___________ and love to play with ______________. 

I would like to sleep  ______________.  Please take me home with you.

Guessing Jar:

Put small dog biscuits in a jar and have each child write their guess of how many they think are.  (This can be done by posting a large piece paper near the jar and listing each child’s name on it.  They can write their guess next to their name.) Count them together.  Whoever is closest gets a special dog sticker or other prize.  If the child has a dog, he or she can take home the biscuits or give them to a friend who has a pet.

Graphing: On butcher paper to be posted somewhere in the room, place pictures of different pets (fish, bird, dog, cat, hamster, hermit crab, turtle, frog).  Include a space that says “None” and one for “Other”.  At the top of the paper, write, “What kind of pet do you have?” Children can fill out the graph by writing their names right on the butcher paper. Or they could place a corresponding animal sticker on the chart and write their name next to it. Go over the results when everyone has participated.  
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