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Dougal the Garbage Dump Bear

by Matt Dray
Summary: One rainy afternoon, Dougal is left outside by his owner and is placed in the garbage bin. He ends up at the dump where he finds a new life and new friends, and he learns that sometimes bad things happen so that good things can happen.  

Before you read:

Have children bring in their favorite stuffed animal and share when and where they got it, if they sleep with it, and any other information they can tell about the animal.  The teacher should share about his or her favorite stuffed animal when young.  

Post reading:

Talk about how Dougal must have felt at the tea party when no one was talking to him.

Ask if anyone has had a similar experience and how it made him or her feel.

Have a tea party with students and their animals.  They can practice their manners.

Explain what landfills are and how important recycling is.  Teachers may want to place a special trashcan in the room just for recycled items.

Talk about the name “Bumble” for the bee.  Have students share other names for animals that have to do with the kind of animal it is, or the sound it makes, or a description of it.  For example, “Teddy” the bear, “Moo” the cow, “Stripes” the zebra, etc.  

Activities:

Class Bear Adventure Journal – 

Teacher brings in a stuffed bear and spiral notebook. The class should vote on a name for the bear. Each weekend a different child will take the bear home and keep a journal of the adventures the bear had with the child, his/her family, and friends.  

Keep the bear and journal is a special tote bag along with a disposable camera. Have each child take two to three photos over the weekend. Every time the bear returns, read about his adventure. Once all the children have had a weekend with the bear, print the photos and attach them to the appropriate pages in the notebook. (Be sure to leave space between journal entries for these photos.) The class should come up for a name for the book. Read the entire journal to them!
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