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With the help of the Angel Gabriel, Dan, the amateur detective, uncovers mysteries of great paintings as he ventures through his local art museum.  

This book is a wonderful tool for teaching art history and art appreciation to children.  It explains famous paintings from “The Annunciation” by Fra Angelico to “Weeping Woman” by Pablo Picasso.  It includes paintings from the thirteenth century through the twentieth century.

Before Reading:

~ Have students brainstorm any famous paintings they think they can name as well as the names of famous artists.

~ Show them some of the paintings in the book.  Ask them to guess what is going on in these paintings.  They could write one sentence about each painting and share aloud.

As You Read:

~  Be sure to point out all of the “mysteries” that Dan uncovers in the painting, for example, the words that are written upside down in “The Annunciation” and the peacock that is behind the man in “ The Judgment of Paris.”

~ Explain to them about gods and goddesses as well as saints.  

Post Reading Discussion: 

~ Is there a painting that you liked best?  Why?

~ Did you know that paintings told stories?

~ If you have other prints of paintings available, show them to 

the class, and explain what is going on in them.

Creative Writing:

~ Give each student, pair, or group, a picture of a famous painting.  Have them each write a paragraph describing what they think is happening in the painting. (You can buy a book or even a calendar that would have pictures of the paintings for them to view.)  

Report:

~ Assign each student a famous artist to do a short biography.  Have them bring in sample artwork as well. To present their information, they could either 1) Dress up as that artist and give an oral report, or 2) Display the information on a cork board (similar to a science fair project).  If you choose the second way, students from other classes could walk around your room throughout the day and learn about various famous artists.  (Other teachers would love this!)

Art Ideas:

~ Jackson Pollack: Each student will need a large piece of manila construction paper or a brown grocery bag, cut to the proper size, a box lid  ( like a lid from a box of xerox paper ), and small dixie cups filled with various paint colors.  

They will need to crumple and uncrumple the paper numerous times to give it a canvas look.  Once the paper is ready, they put it into the box lid and carefully, drip or pour paint onto it, just as Jackson Pollack did to make “Number 1, 1950 ( Lavender Mist)”.  They could also “throw” the paint onto the “canvas” but I would not recommend this!

~ Pablo Picasso and Vincent Van Gogh: Each child will need one 11” x 18” sheet of white construction paper, a set (or shared set) of oil pastels, and sample works from Van Gogh and Picasso.   

Have students replicate any of the artists’ works by first sketching it with a pencil then coloring in with oil pastels.  (These make the colors look very bold.)  

Other Ideas:

~ Rent a video on famous artists and paintings.

~ Take a field trip to your local Art Museum.  To make this more exciting, you could visit it first and come up with a “Treasure Hunt” list. When your class visits the museum, each small group will be given a list in which there are clues about
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