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1001 Stories

By Lila Prap
Before Reading: Introduce the topic of fairy tales.  Ask children what fairy tales they know.  (Little Red Riding Hood, The Three Little Bears, The Frog Prince, Hansel and Gretel, Snow White and the 7 Dwarves, Rapunzel, etc.) What if all these fairy tales got mixed up?  What would the result be?
Explain that in this book, the stories do get mixed up!  Also explain that this is a book where the readers get to decide at the bottom of each page, what to do next.  
As you read: After reading a page, stop and ask children to brainstorm ideas as to what could happen next.  Read them the two choices.  With a raise of hands, the class can vote on what page to turn to next.
Post-reading Activities: 
· Discuss all the beginnings, middles, and ending of stories they know. Write them on separate strips of paper. Place them in your pocket chart to create new stories using one beginning, one middle and one ending. Switch them around to create more! Example: (beginning) Little Red Riding Hood was on her way to her grandmother's house to bring her a basket of goodies. (middle) On her way, she came upon an empty house. She went in, tasted some porridge, sat in three different sized chairs, then found a bed just her size and fell fast asleep. (ending) She was awakened upon hearing a Big Bad Wolf holler, "I'll huff and I'll puff, and I'll blow your house down!"

· Provide students with story starters from the fairy tales in this book. Ask them to write an ending of their own and illustrate it. They can create their own ending or use some ending from any stories they know.  Read these stories to the class..  
· Older students can work in small groups to make a board game based on 1001 Stories.  Use the map of fairy tale land on the endpapers as a sample game board. Use the game Candyland as a model. Players can move about the board spaces by rolling a dice or pulling cards when they land on certain colors. Example: "The Wolf went to the Little Pig's house instead of bothering Little Red Riding Hood. Move ahead 5 spaces."  
· Using construction paper, tissue paper and glue, students can make a map of their own neighborhood.  

· Make a candy house like the one on page 10. Use graham crackers and frosting to hold the sides ("walls") together. Decorate with different candies. 

· Make the castle on page 28 using torn pieces of construction paper.

· Encourage children to act out these stories in the dramatic play area. Narrate a story as a few students act it out in front of the class.
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