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By John Bladek
Discussion/Review Questions

1. Jake sometimes tires of his little sister, Maggie, and the responsibilities that come with being a big brother. What responsibilities do you have to others (sibling, grandparent, pet or yourself) that interfere with what you want to do?
2. Sammie wears sweatshirts with statements on them (“I share my clothes with the monster under my bed,” and “My dog ate my homework, but he gave it an A.”). Create two sentences that you would put on a sweatshirt.

3. As the new kid in town, Jake worries about embarrassing himself in front of people and being teased. Write a short story describing a time when you moved to a new town, attended a new school, or joined a new club. Were you worried about what other people thought about you? Did you do anything embarrassing or get teased? How did you handle it?
4. Jake is frustrated that he can smell something strange in the town, but nobody, except Sammie and Ms. Frampton believe him. Have you ever smelled, seen, or heard something strange, but nobody believed you? What happened?
5. The painting of Janet is still missing at the end of the book, and Jake and Sammie are going to go look for it. What do you think happened to the painting? Do you think Janet is alive and trapped inside it? Why or why not?
6. Ms. Frampton’s medal for the World’s Weirdest Teacher seems very well-deserved. Draw a picture (or write a one paragraph description) of the weirdest adult you know. Be nice!
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