Hannah’s Winter

By Kierin Meehan

Discussion/Review Questions

1. At the beginning of the book, Hannah stated that she would have preferred to spend three months at home with her father and brother rather than with her mother’s friends in Kanazawa, Japan while her mother was working. Do you think she felt the same way at the end of the book? Give specific examples from the book to support your answer.

2. Hannah had several encounters with Kai. Pick one of the encounters and come up with an alternate reason for why it happened that does not involve ghosts or spirits.

3. Hannah experienced many unsettling experiences in the Maekawas’ home. If you were invited to be a guest at their home for several days, would you accept? Why or why not? What would you expect to happen if you were their guest?

4. Wearing shoes in a Japanese home is considered bad manners and is something you just don’t do. What is another example of Japanese culture that Hannah learned during her visit? What is an example of your culture that someone from another country might find different or unusual?

5. Write the conversation that might take place between Hannah and her mother when Hannah shares the story of the adventures she had with Miki and her family.
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