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By Gabrielle Wang
Discussion/Review Questions

1. Mimi is teased and bullied at school – even on the street – because of her culture and because she looks “different” than most of the other kids. How does this make her feel at the beginning of the story? How does her attitude toward herself and her heritage change by the end of the book?
2. One of Mimi’s first drawings is “The Garden of Four Seasons.” Using the descriptions in Chapter 2 as your guide, draw your own version of the picture. Don’t forget the yin-yang symbol in the middle of the picture!
3. The people who visit the Garden of Empress Cassia all come out changed. Choose two characters that visit the garden and describe how their experience there changes them. What do you think the author is trying to convey about the power of art and self-expression? Explain your answer using specific examples from the story.
4. The story makes many references to Chinese customs and symbols. Using resources that you find online or in your school or local library, write a brief 1-2 page report on one of the following: yin-yang symbol, Year of the Dragon celebration, Chinese dumplings, green tea.
5. Empress Cassia tells Mimi, “When you hear your heart sing – the garden will appear.” What do you think she means by this? Explain your answer.
6. Compare and contrast the characters of Mimi and Gemma. How are they similar and how are they different? Which of their personality traits change as a result of their experience drawing with Empress Cassia’s Pastels?
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