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I have loved drawing since T was little — drawing has always been my
favorite hobby and it still is! T would draw comics to tell stories. I
was 100 shy to show them to my parents or friends, and shared them
only with my sister. I didn’t know that 9ou could be an illustrator for
3 job — it was just fun for me. T always Thought that when I was old,

; %) T would live deep in the woods with lots of cats and draw all day)

Other than art, my favorite subjects in schoo.l*t:ere
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My teachers tavght us about being original, inventive and to learn from
history. My classmates and I studied masterpieces created by other artists,
and then tried to come vp with something original ourselves. Once, we 9ot to
choose our own homework so I chose to draw a comic, jost like T used to make
when T was a kid! This project was so fun, and T even won awards for it!

After T graduvated, I kept drawing more comics. Once I decided that I
definitely wanted mg job to be an illostrator, I put together a portfolio
— like a big photo album of my illustrations — and sent it out to over
fifty book publishers in New Zealand and Australia. After a long time,

two publishers came back to me and offered me some illustrating

jobs. One of those publishers was Hardie Grant Egmont, asking me to
illustrate a chapter book series about a bold,

brilliant and bubbly girl — called Billie B. Brown!

That was over ten years 3go, and since
then 1 have illustrated over eighty

books — and drawing is my job! Now 1
just need to get lots and lots of cats,
and all my dreams will have come true!
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gven though T love other subjects like science and math,
T always kept drawing.

I eventually grew the courage to share my work not
% just with my sister, but also with my parents! Their

encouragement helped me decide to study art in college.

I listened carefully to my teachers, and researched lots
of other artists from history to figure out my own style.

I practiced lots and lots to improve my skills.

I always kept trying, and having fun! g


https://youtu.be/TOiym-3RGi4



