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Join some of the world’s greatest climbers as they embark on the most
unforgettable adventures in history.

e Fascinating look at six of the most epic
climbs in the history of mountaineering.

e Stunning photography throughout.

Bear Grylls

e Includes a chapter on Bear Grylls'

DISCOVER HOW FIVE OF THE MOST
DIFFICULT MOUNTAINS WERE CONQUERED

s e =

personal relevant expeditions and
achievements.

Four at the summit

Im 1233, two experienced German cimbers caught up with two capable young Austrians below Death
Brouac and kined forces to maks a powerful team. Desprte several falls, mince injurses, a fisrce storm,
3now-plastared rock, and finding a reute up unclimbed tarain, they reached the UMMt after three
Bivouacs. They descended salely via the west flank.

The Chmbers
The successful chmbers slter thair safe descent, ot bo

Harrar, from Vienna, were yeusgar bt had fine dimbing
records. The four climbers wers fated ¥hroughout
counkries and their achievement was dascribed in The
M dradecd London News. Marry had theught the nerth
face woud raver ba dirbed.

Rescues
Mountainesrs are henor bound
o assist thoi follows in distross,

Success on the norfh face et s

was

In 1957, two Italian climbers, S or warm weather then melt the icn.

D Iscovering a feasible, retatively
safe route up the Eigerwand was a

P Max yer and
Karl Mehringer, the first to try, spent days
studying the face through binoculars. The
steop limestone often runs with meltwater,
and the hanging ice fields are iron hard
and frequently swept by falling stones.
In bad weather, powder avalanches pour
down the face. Safe bivouac sites are few.
Hard overnight frost and settled weather

are vital for a safe climb. Despite courage,
and their skill on the steep limestone of
the Eastern Alps, none of the Eigerwand

P had p y

climbs of this scale. Also, because the
Eigerwand rises from the meadows,

climbers are in the public eye—their every

move can be followed by tourists and
the press through telescopes at Kleine
Scheidagg in the valley below.

Claudio Corti and Stefano

Longhi, wers approaching the

White Spider when Longhi was
injured in a falk. Leaving him hanging
o0 the rope, Corti centinued to the
Spicer whare, injured himsell, he bivouacked.
But the accident had been noticed, cimbers
mobilized from all over the Alps. and the Istest
reacue gear was manhandled 1o the summit.
Alfred Hellepart was iowered 1,000 feetona
thin steel cadie 1o piggyback Cortl, after nine
clays on the north faoe, 1o safety. A storm beoke

and pinces of reck fal, Avalanches of
 rew pewder srome, ard cther dimbers.
abova, may 350 dislodge -
‘shones.

Amazing feat

The Corti rescue amazed the Alpise wordd. The
Geindelwald chief guide believed that rescue wes
impessitle, bul many others daagreed. The Munich
Rescus Team had the oquipment, and alpinists
ware determined to help cne of Seir fellows. Only
amassive effort, and the courage of other cimbers,
saved Cortis life.

Befoce Laoghi could be reached, and his bedy
remained hanging there for two years.
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